
Smart & Caring Community Funds 
designed to support 

communities into the future
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To be a part of a close-knit community 
is often worn as a badge of pride. This is 
the sentiment former Governor General 
David Johnston had in mind during the 
celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday 
b a c k  i n  2 0 1 7  w h e n  h e  c h a l l e n g e d 
Canadians to honour their country’s rich 
history while imagining its future as it 
should be — a ‘smart and caring nation’ 
that holds promise for everyone. 

Since then, more than 191 Community 
Foundations across Canada have taken 
up his challenge and established local 
Smart & Caring Community Funds, each 
designed to invest donations into forever-
growing funds that support community 
needs through philanthropy.  

“ W h e n  p e o p l e  h e a r  t h e  w o r d 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  o f t e n  t h e y  d o  n o t 
associate it with themselves,” said Heidi 
Culliton, Executive Director of the 
Stratford Perth Community Foundation. 
“In truth, a philanthropist is someone 
who is generous, and does what he or 
she can to make the world a better place. 
This definition takes the word out of 

the wealth category and places it in the 
kindness category. And, people all across 
this region are incredibly kind.” 

Comprised of six, community-specifi c 
investment funds, including Stratford, 
St. Marys, Perth East, Perth South, North 
Perth and West Perth, the Smart & Caring 
Community Funds (SCCF) have been 
designed to be exactly as described 
— smart and caring.  Unlike capital 
c a m p a i g n s  a n d  o t h e r  f u n d r a i s i n g 
initiatives, these funds don’t canvas 
for one-time donations for specific 
c h a r i t i e s ,  s e r v i c e s  o r  e q u i p m e n t . 
I n st e a d ,  t h e  f u n d s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o 
self-propagate. 

Each dollar donated to a S CCF is 
invested into a well-managed investment 
fund, where it will keep working for the 

community by generating investment 
earnings. Donations are kept and added 
upon, and each year the investment 
earnings are withdrawn and allocated to 
a prioritized service, or initiative within 
that community.  The model allows 
individual members of a community 
to join hands in the face of  gaps in 
funding to ensure their community can 
continuously address their unique needs 
as they present themselves. 

“What fills the gaps is caring citizens 
throughout our community,” Culliton 
said. “What makes it smart is how we 
preserve each donation and grant it out 
in manageable amounts so that we can 
continue to do so today, tomorrow and 
forever.”

In 2019,  a number of grants were 
a w a r d e d  t h r o u g h  e a c h  o f  t h e  s i x 
f u n d s .  T h e  P e r t h  S o u t h  S m a r t  & 
C a r i n g  C o m m u n i t y  Fu n d  p r ov i d e d 
a grant to Camp Bimini that allowed 
2 9  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  f a c i n g 
financial barriers to experience the 
joy of camp. Another from the Perth 
East Smart & Caring Community Fund 
supported the Play Park Program, an 
initiative that provides equipment, 

games and crafts throughout the summer 
to encourage children and youth to be 
more active. 

Getting involved and becoming a 
community philanthropist is as easy as 
visiting the Stratford Perth Community 
Foundation at spccf.ca. Many families 
and businesses across the county have 
already contributed to the funds and 
you can too. Donations can easily be 
made online to one of the six Smart & 
Caring Community Funds, where they 
will continue to support that community 
into the future. Individuals are able to 
make donations to the community fund 
of their choice, and donations can be of 
any amount. There’s no limit, and every 
dollar makes a di� erence. 

Learn more at spccf.ca, 
or by calling 519-271-1503

This story was created by Content Works, 
Postmedia’s commercial content division, 

on behalf of the Stratford Perth Community Foundation

The Smart & Caring Community Funds are a virtual infrastructure that allows Canadians to join hands across the country. It’s dedicated to building the future in a new way, 
not by building the infrastructure itself, but instead by building the funds that will continue to grow and support important projects each and every year. The funds are 
pooled together and managed by the Stratford Perth Community Foundation. At the beginning of each year, a portion of the investment earnings accrued by the fund, a 
minimum of 3.5%, is granted to local charities, initiatives or projects that address a priority in the community.    
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The People to Ask

With six community-specific funds to choose from, becoming 
a lifelong philanthropist is as easy as making a donation

   In truth, a philanthropist is 
someone who is generous, and 
does what he or she can to 
make the world a better place
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Established 15 years ago, the philanthropic Stratford 
Perth Community Foundation (SPCF) has proven to be 
a well-organized successful model over a relatively short 
period of time, in large part due to the continuation of 
strong and e�ective leadership. 

“In addition to leadership from chairs, directors, 
committee members, and staff, it also stems from the 
community where there’s always been generous support 
from donors and sponsors,” says in-coming 2020 
Foundation chair Doug MacDougald. 

“Everyone saw and still sees the need for such an 
organization, one that will grow and enjoy a strong 
continuing presence in our community now and into 
the future. The SPCF is the endowment organization for 
Perth County that, with investment returns, grant back 

to specific areas of interests and of the greatest needs, 
assisting in the goal of making our communities even 
better.”

Established by local community leaders for the 
people of Stratford, St. Marys, Perth East, Perth South, 
North Perth and West Perth, the uniquely positioned 
organization has been the region’s  Community 
Foundation and valued partner in philanthropy, with an 
active presence in all communities.

Included in the City of Stratford’s strategic plan and 
started with an initial bequest from business leader 
B.J. (Bo) Sibold, the Foundation’s founding chair was 
Tim MacDonald, whose unwavering dedication was 
instrumental to the organization’s success and growth.

S P C F  c o n n e c t s  p e o p l e  w h o  c a r e  w i t h  l o c a l 
organizations, addressing the region’s community 
priorities. Part of a world-wide network of foundations, 
it is one of 191 Community Foundations across Canada, 

managing endowed funds and providing vital grants 
throughout Stratford, St Marys and Perth County.

“From its conception Foundation leadership has been 
working within the best governance structure of any 
organization I have ever been a part of,” Doug explains. 
“This is extremely important for the organization’s 
integrity.

“If  o ne is  t o  d o nat e o r  end ow  mo ney fo r  t his 
organization there must be strong governance. Clearly 
the leadership and our very professional board and sta� 
recognizes this. SPCF chairs have brought an array of 
experience, skill-sets and community involvement to 
their roles in leading our organization.” 

The following overviews of all SPCF chairs’ lifelong 
involvement, commitment and active participation 
throughout the community and beyond clearly 
demonstrate their proven leadership and dedication. 

Stratford Perth Community 
Foundation’s strong leadership

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Doug MacDougald, 
SPCF Vice Chair and 
Dennis DesRosiers, 
SPCF Board Chair

PHOTO SUPPLIED

SPCF Past Chairs: 
Tim MacDonald, 

Nancy Orr, 
Bonnie Richardson 
and John Wilkinson

TIM MACDONALD (2003/11)
Born and raised in Listowel in North Perth, Tim is 

the President  of Ideal Supply Inc., one of Canada’s Best 
Managed Companies, a distributor of electrical supplies 
with branch operations across central Ontario. He is the 
co-founder of the Arctic Research Foundation, which 
aided in the discovery of the lost Franklin Ships – the 
Erebus and Terror.  

Tim is a Rotary International Paul Harris Fellow, the 
recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
medal and the Order of Canada.

BONNIE RICHARDSON (2012/13) 
Bonnie is a lifelong educator teaching throughout Perth 

County and Waterloo Region. She has inspired others 
through her volunteer work, serving on the Board of 
several charities/organizations  in Stratford.  She is also 
a longstanding member of the Kiwanis Club of Stratford 
and the advisor of the Aktion Club of Stratford.  She has 
been the recipient of the Citizen-of- the-Year and the 
Senior-of-the-Year Awards from the City of Stratford. 

NANCY ORR (2014/15) 
N a n c y  i s  a  f a c i l i t a t o r  o f  a c t i o n  a n d  h a s  h a d  a 

professional career providing strategic support and 
project coordination to a broad range of industries and 
organizations.  She is deeply committed to building 
business and community, and has been actively engaged 
with many local boards and committees including 
the Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce, the 
Stratford & Area Builders Association, the Humane 
Society, the Town & Gown Advisory Committee, and most 
significantly the Stratford Perth Community Foundation 
where she believes the incredible impact of forever 
funding and sustainable giving is showcased. 

Strong leadership over the past 15 years has resulted 
in the Foundation growing from a vision of local 
business and community leaders to a highly efficient 
and e�ective organization with an ever-increasing list of 
impressive achievements. They include:

•   Approaching $5M in endowments and  
growing annually

•   $200,000 yearly awarded to local organizations with  
over $1M granted back to the community  
since inception

•  6 regionally focused Smart & Caring  
Community Funds.

•   A variety of funds supporting social services;  
children and youth, education, environment, health 
and wellness, recreation, seniors, and arts and culture

“The Foundation has professional investment 
management in place which is a very critical factor 
for the organization’s ongoing success,” the incoming 
Chair explains. “It gives donors confidence that the 
money they’re donating to an endowment is going to a  
well-managed operation. “I’ve been involved as a 
director for three years but first met with the founding 
board chair Tim MacDonald more than 10-years-ago. I 
immediately loved the idea of a Community Foundation 
building an investment asset that is here forever.”

Supporting the Foundation financially from the 
time he was introduced to the organization, he knew 
immediately SPCF was “right for him”. So, three years 
ago his involvement to help move it forward extended 
beyond fiscal donations to include his time and 
resources.

“Being an active part of this great organization gives 
me the wonderful feeling of belonging to a community 
that supports everyone in many di�erent and important 
ways. We look toward to the SPCF’s growth and the 
impact it will have within our communities because of 
our strong leadership in the past, present and into the 
future.”

   The Foundation has been fortunate for the past 
volunteers and leaders that have given their time and 
expertise to lay the groundwork for the future of the 
organization.  
I am honoured to be included in that group.

 Dennis DesRosiers, SPCF Board Chair

   I am thankful for the vision, enthusiasm and generosity of our 
many donors and volunteers. Their belief in the importance of the 
role of our Community Foundation has made all the di�erence in 
our e�orts. On our 15th anniversary, it continues to be my vehicle 
for local philanthropy and I am optimistic about the impact our 
Community Foundation will have for years to come.

 Tim MacDonald, SPCF Founding Chair

JOHN WILKINSON (2016/17) 
John began his career as a Certified Financial Planner 

with experience in estate planning and charitable gift 
donations. He was MPP for Perth-Wellington (formerly 
Perth-Middlesex) and served as Ontario Minister of 
Research & Innovation, Minister of Revenue and Minister 
of the Environment.  

To d a y,  J o h n  i s  t h e  C E O  o f  W i l k i n s o n  I n s i g h t 
Incorporated, providing his unique insight to both public 
and private sector clients. John is a Fellow of Financial 
Planning Canada, a Rotary International Paul Harris 
Fellow and received the Queen Elizabeth II’s Golden 
Jubilee medal.

DENNIS DESROSIERS (2018-present) 
Dennis established his consulting company, DesRosiers 

Automotive Consultants, in 1985 and has since become 
one of North America’s leading auto analysts. He provides 
consultation for automotive executives throughout the 
supply chain as well as government policy makers. In 
addition to his career, he has provided substantial time 
and resources by serving on community, university and 
college committees, boards and special projects. Most 
notably, he has been heavily involved with various student 
development projects in the automotive sector in his 
hometown of Windsor and at the University of Windsor. 

Dennis was awarded The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee medal for his contribution to the automotive 
sector in Canada.

DOUG MACDOUGALD (incoming Chair 2020) 
Doug is a veterinarian with South West Ontario 

Veterinary Services, a Swine Herd Health Management 
practice based in Stratford. He has been a community 
supporter with various organizations including United 
Way and Festival Hydro. Doug received the 2011 YMCA 
Peace Medal  for his international humanitarian work, 
the 2015 Ontario Veterinary Medical Association, 
Outstanding Veterinarian-of-the-Year Award and the 
2015 Canadian Veterinary Medical Association, Merck 
Veterinary Award for the advancement of large animal 
medicine and herd health management.

City of Stratford
Mayor Dan Mathieson & City Council

Proud Supporters orrinsurance.net
1.800.876.4163

Protecting what you have today

Helping you build what you
need for tomorrow
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The Hog Jog, an annual fun run organized by a committee of the Ontario Pork 
Industry Council (OPIC), has raised over $500K for local charities for the past 14 years. 
Every year they have selected a local cause to support and have had an Honorary Chair 
with ties to the pork industry. To celebrate their 15th year in 2020, OPIC decided to 
establish a fund, the Hog Jog Gives Back Fund, with the Stratford Perth Community 
Foundation. 

“Over the years our volunteers, the pork industry and runners have invested a 
lot of time and money to support our past causes,” says Brian Misener, Hog Jog 
Committee Chair. “The committee wanted to find a way to continue to support these 
charities, causes that have meant so much to us, and creating a fund at the Community 
Foundation was the way to do it.”

Proceeds from the 2020 run will build the Hog Jog Gives Back Fund. The Fund will be 
open to all past Hog Jog causes with an annual grant of approximately $2,500. 

For more information on the Hog Jog, visit www.hogjog.ca. 

HOG JOG 
GIVES BACK

You love your community and wish to see it succeed. 
You have a charity that is close to your heart and you 
want to continue to support it, even after you’re gone. 
You want to include your family in your philanthropic 
journey. You want to engage your employees in the 
causes your business supports. You are a community 
organization looking for dependable, annual funds to 
support your vision. There are many di�erent reasons 
why individuals, families and businesses start a fund 
at the Community Foundation and there are several 
different funds from which to choose. Whether your 
vision is short-or long-term, we can help you establish a 
fund that is just right for you, your family, your business. 

Creating a fund is quite simple. It starts with a conversation 
about what you, your family or your business care most 
about in your community. You make a donation to 
establish your fund. We invest and manage your fund. 
We provide annual grants on your behalf in keeping 
with your fund intention. You only need to consider the 
following:

What are you passionate about? 
Take the time to consider the 

issues you care about and why you 
want to support them. Perhaps 
i t ’s  n ot  a  c a u s e  a t  a l l ,  b u t  y o u 
want to support the community 
you love and call home. Giving is 
a personal choice and you need 
to follow your heart. There is no 
standard response that will work 
for everyone. The Foundation can 
create funds that are as specific or 
as flexible as you want. 

What would be most 
effective in helping your 
charity fulfill its mission? 

I s  t h e r e  a  p r o j e c t  t h e y  n e e d 
h e l p  w i t h  o r  w o u l d  a  g e n e r a l 
donation, left to the discretion of 
the organization, be best? Although 
donations to administration are not 
always top of mind for donors, there 
is a cost to running an organization 
effectively and efficiently. A fund 
that supported operational costs 
allows that organization to focus 
on the good work they do in the 
community.

Short-term vs. 
long-term impact. 

D o  y o u  w a n t  y o u r  d o n a t i o n 
spent now or over multiple years? 
While there will always be a need 
for immediate donations, more 
and more donors are turning to 
endowments to create a legacy 

ensuring that the causes they care about are supported 
year after year. Endowments can provide long-term 
flexibility and, in most cases, donations are not spent but 
invested and a portion of the interest earned provides an 
annual grant to fulfill the donor’s wishes.

What are the tax benefits? 
When you donate to the Foundation, a charitable tax 

receipt will be provided to be used on your personal 
tax return. This receipt can help to reduce your income 
taxes payable for the year, o�set capital gains or reduce 
estate taxes. 

Generally, the combined federal/provincial tax credit 
you receive will be approximately 20 percent of the 
donation up to $200 and 40 percent for every dollar 
over $200 donated. While you may be eligible for a tax 
credit for your donation, there also may be limitations 
to the amount the gift you can claim in one year. The 
annual dollar limit of charitable gifts is equal to 75 
percent of your net income. However, if you give more 
than 75 percent of your net income, the remainder can 
be carried forward to claim in future tax years.

Include your loved ones. 
Charitable giving provides an opportunity to teach 

your children, grandchildren and others close to you 
about the needs within your community and causes you 
care about. Providing them with your insight and the 
importance of giving back will instill a value in them 
that will last a lifetime. The Foundation can help guide 
you to the community’s most pressing needs. 

How can I give? 
Gifts can be made now or planned for the future. 

Immediate donations are generally given in the form of 
cash, cheque or credit card but there are other ways to 
support your cause of choice, whether in the short-term 
or through planned giving. Gifts can take the form of:

• Transfer of shares
• Gifts in honour of or in memory of someone
• Proceeds from special events
• Life insurance policies
• Estate gifts (bequests)
• Gifts of real estate
• Charitable remainder trusts

Once you have decided what your charitable goals 
are, talk to your family, talk to your advisors, and then 
talk with us. For more information about the services 
of  the Stratford Perth Community Foundation,  
visit spccf.ca or call 519-271-1503. 

Everyone has a unique set of circumstances that can impact their 
donation method and amounts. We encourage you to speak with your 
financial advisor to find out which method of giving is best to realize 
your philanthropic goals and tax benefit. 

Leave your mark on our community. 
Create your legacy with us. 

   Giving is not just about making  
a donation. It is about making  
a dierence.” 

~ Kathy Calvin, President & CEO  
of the United Nations Foundation.

“We are very fortunate in so many ways; 
creating a family fund that will be here forever 
to support the causes we care about was the 
right thing to do.” 

~ Rob & Sharon Sta�en, 
Brain and Mind Matters 
Community Fund

PHOTO SUPPLIED

15TH ANNUAL HOG JOG
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 

Stratford Agriplex, 

353 McCarthy Road, Stratford

125 Ontario Street
Stratford, ON N5A 3H1
(519) 271-7581
office@fammeandco.on.ca

210 Oxford Street East
London, ON N6A 1T6
(519) 432-1663
london@famme.ca

199 Elgin St. E., P.O. Box 1228
St. Marys, ON N4X 1B8
(519) 284-1030
st.marys@fammeandco.on.ca

“Recognizing those who give their time &
support to our community”

“We are pleased
to continue our
support of the
Stratford Perth
Community
Foundation.” 258 BURRITT STREET, STRATFORD

519.271.1771
www.hydeconstruction.com
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This Is Your Foundation 

What brought you to Stratford? 

After University, Keltie and I came here for work and 
that’s when I started with WK Financial Planning. 
We lived here for about three years then moved 
back to my hometown, Exeter. We’ve been back in 
Stratford for eight years and it’s been wonderful. 
Stratford is such a wonderful city that has so much 
to o�er for its size and it’s a great place to raise a 
family. We couldn’t imagine living anywhere else. 

How do you and your family get 
involved with the community?

Minor sports has been a big part of my life. For 
the past 20 years, I’ve been involved with Minor 
Baseball as an executive member and coach. I’ve also 
coached hockey. As a family, we’ve been involved 
with many local organizations and fundraisers, 
from the renovation at the Avon Theatre, to the 
Alzheimer Society and hospital boards. We’ve also 
encouraged our children to be involved where they 
can. With work, WK Financial organized an annual 
fundraiser for Cystic Fibrosis for about 10 years.

Why is it important for you volunteer 
in this community?   Was there a 
defining moment in your life that 
makes you want to give back?

My parents were very active in our community, so 
being involved was always a part of our lives growing 
up but it was when we started the Cystic Fibrosis 
fundraisers at WK Financial that had a huge impact 
on me. I saw first-hand how children and families were 
impacted by this disease and I wanted to do more. 
Today, my family is fortunate to have good health, 
careers and a wonderful community to call home. 
Giving back through volunteering and donating is our 
way of doing our part to contribute to our community.

How did you first learn about the 
Community Foundations and when did 
you start volunteering? 

A colleague called me up one day, in the early years 
of the Foundation, and suggested I get involved with 
this great organization. I did a bit of research and was 
intrigued by the concept of a Community Foundation. 
I was on the Finance & Investment Committee before 
we moved away. When we returned to Stratford, 
the Community Foundation was an organization I 
wanted to be involved with again. I love being on the 
Finance & Investment Committee with great people 
with varied skillsets, helping guide how the donor’s 
money is invested and managed. Over my 25 years of 
experience I’ve learned money is an emotional topic 
for my clients, and it’s no di�erent for the Foundation’s 
donors. I’m happy to provide guidance as to how the 
Foundation invests their endowment responsibly to 
ensure it will be around forever for our community. 

Why do you feel the Community 
Foundation is important?

It’s a one-stop shop. For organizations it’s a great 
funding resource, and as a donor, you can create the 
legacy you want and give how you want – whether it’s 
to a specific organization or keeping your contribution 
unrestricted to meet the needs of the community. 
And it’s here forever. That’s the best part. Through 
my work, I’ve helped clients give one-time gifts to 
charities they care about but after that initial gift, it’s 
gone. I’m finding more clients want to create a legacy 
and support organizations annually, even beyond their 
lifetime, and the Foundation is the vehicle to do that. 

What do you see for the future of our 
community?  What do you want it to 
look like for your kids/grandkids?

I want a community where everyone feels like they 
belong – because they do belong! We all belong here.  
I would love to see our community to be  
self-sustaining, where everyone has an active role to 
play to make this community great. I want to leave my 
kids, grandkids (and great-grandkids!) a community 
they are proud to call home and that’s why my family 
will be starting our own fund, creating our own 
legacy. It’s our commitment to our community. 

What is the Community Foundation’s 
role in your vision for the future?

Because of the people donating to the Foundation 
today, the Community Foundation will be here 
providing financial support for organizations that 
need it. When I started with the Foundation in 
2007 it granted $26,000 to local organizations. 
This year the Foundation granted over $200,000 
to our community and I’m excited to see 
where the Foundation goes from here. 

What’s one thing you want to share about 
your experience with the Foundation? 

I was particularly impressed with the caliber of people 
working with the Foundation.  The Executive, Sta�, 
and volunteers all have their fingers in the pulse of our 
community.  They are so good at helping people match 
up their philanthropic wishes to the organizations 
that need help.  It truly is a win-win for everyone.   

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Je� Keller, BA (Econ.), CFP, FMA, 
Finance & Investment 
Committee member 
(2007-2010; 2017-present)

A little bit about Jeff
Jeff is a Senior Financial Planner with WK Financial Planning for the past 25 years. Jeff graduated from the University of Guelph with a double major 
in Economics and Business Management, he’s a Certified Financial Planner and a Financial Management Advisor.  He and his wife Keltie have lived in 

Stratford for the past eight years with their children Aveliegh, Neilla and Maddox. He is passionate about his family, work and, of course, baseball.

Volunteer Spotlight: Jeff Keller, BA (Econ.), CFP, FMA

THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS THAT GIVE OF THEIR TIME AND EXPERTISE 
ON OUR BOARD, COMMITTEES AND AT OUR EVENTS.

www.remaxabrealty.ca

John Wolfe
Broker of Record/Owner

519-275-5000

Proud to support the Stratford Perth Community Foundation
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Investing over $200,000 to 
community programs in 2019

2019 SMART & CARING COMMUNITY GRANTS
Stratford Smart & Caring Community Fund $7,500
O� the Wall Stratford Artists Alliance, Setting the Scene 
for the Stratford Story 

St. Marys Smart & Caring Community Fund $2,500
St. Marys Museum (Friends of the St. Marys 
Museum), Heritage on Wheels Program 

North Perth Smart & Caring Community Fund $2,500
Choices for Change Alcohol, Drug and Gambling Counselling Centre, 
Art,  Music and Mindfulness Workshop Series 
North Perth Community of Character  
(Community Living North Perth), Start the Conversation Workshop 

Perth East Smart & Caring Community Fund $1,500  
Township of Perth East, Park Play Summer Program 

Perth South Smart & Caring Community Fund $2,500
Camp Bimini, Gift of Camp Program 

West Perth Smart & Caring Community Fund $1,750  
Municipality of West Perth, West Perth Youth Council Initiative 

2019 COMMUNITY GRANTS
Avon Trail  $700  
Website and Trail App Maintenance
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Avon Trail $550  
Stihl Brush Cutter Purchase 
Mansbridge Environment Fund, Smart & Caring Community Fund

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Listowel and District $2,000  
In School Mentor Program 
Carnegie Family Fund, Maranger Family Fund, 
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Central Perth Public School $500  
Playground
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Choices for Change Alcohol, Drug and Gambling 
Counselling Centre $600
Art, Music and Mindfulness Workshop Series 
Jim and Laurel Laughton Family Fund

Facile Perth $4,000
Enhancing Belonging Program 
Richardson Family Fund

Family Services Perth-Huron $6,950  
Youth Counselling
George and Edna Hislop Family Fund, 
McGratten Children’s Fund, 
Mathieson Family Fund, 
Lloyd and  Nancy Robertson Family Fund,
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario $2,000
ReStore Sta� and Volunteer Training 
John and Colleen MacDonald Family Fund, 
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Millbank & District Recreation Association 
(Township of Perth East) $5,000  
Lyle Yost Memorial Ball Park Lighting    
Culliton Fund, Ideal Supply Community Fund, 
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Milverton Public School $2,200
Bee Friendly Garden 
International Plowing Match (2005) Fund, Judy Reibling Legacy Fund

O� the Wall Stratford Artists Alliance $1,850
Family Youth Bonding through Creative Arts Production Workshops  
Hachborn-Courtnage Fund for the Arts, Frank and 
Edda Lang Family Fund, Laura Pogson Child and 
Youth Fund, Stratford Perth Youth Arts Fund

Optimist Club of Mitchell (Municipality of West Perth) $1,500
Let’s Play Together Accessibility Initiative 
Smart & Caring Community Fund

PEACe: Perth Elder Abuse Committee 
(Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church) $6,500
Cyber Safety Workshops for Older Adults 
Larkworthy Family Fund, John and Leslie Wright Fund, 
Melanson Family Fund, Smart & Caring Community Fund

Sebringville Athletic Association $1,500
Outdoor Pavilion Reroofing 
Smart & Caring Community Fund

Stratford Public Library $4,000
Borrow the Internet Program 
Orr Family Fund, The Reading Fund, 
Melanson Family Fund, Smart & Caring Community Fund

Technical Training Group (County of Perth) $5,000
Virtual Welder Purchase 
Melanson Family Fund

The Emily Murphy Centre $5,000  
Phases Honouring and Empowering Women (PHEW!) Program 
Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund, 
Judi Hemmingway Memorial Fund, Smart & Caring Community Fund

The Local Community Food Centre $2,100
Family Sow and Grow Program 
International Plowing Match (2005) Fund,  
Keith and Frances Culliton Family Fund

The Stratford Arts Foundation $1,000
Summer Music Children’s Series Programming 
Tim and Heidi Culliton Fund

Town of St. Marys $4,000
Stay Safe Youth Program 
Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund

Upper Thames River Conservation Authority $4,600
Tree Plantings 
Donald McTavish Conservation Fund

Wellspring Stratford Cancer Support Centre 
(Wellspring London) $300
Wellspring Nourish - Body, Mind and Soul Program 
Irene McKennitt Fund for Nursing Excellence

To Be Announced $20,000
Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund 
Matched by the Cowan Foundation

DESIGNATED GRANTS
North Perth Community Hospice $50  
Sid and Margaret Henry Fund

Salvation Army Stratford $1,500  
John Mavity Hockey Legacy Fund
Stratford Sports Fund for Kids 

Salvation Army North Perth $1,500  
North Perth Sports for Kids Fund

North Perth Public Library $200 
North Perth Public Library Fund

Elgin Missionary Church $500  
Laverne Heath Fund

John Howard Society $500  
Dave Persad Fund

Maitland Valley Conservation Authority $50,150  
Middle Maitland Restoration Fund, Meulensteen Tire Environment Fund

Kiwanis Club of Stratford $3,500  
Geo� and Marion Neigh Fund

Ontario Student Nutrition Program Huron Perth $500  
Teahen Family Nutrition and Wellbeing Fund

Stratford Perth Community Foundation  
DesRosiers Endowment for the Advancement of the 
Stratford Perth Community Foundation, 
Tim MacDonald Founding Chair Operating Endowment Fund

SCHOLARSHIPS
Listowel District Secondary School $1,250                            
Teahen Construction Ltd. Scholarship Fund
Tim MacDonald Scholarship for Community Leadership Fund

Mitchell District High School $250
Teahen Construction Ltd. Scholarship Fund

St. Marys District Collegiate and Vocational Institute $250
Teahen Construction Ltd. Scholarship Fund

St. Michael Catholic Secondary School $600         
Peter and Lisa Hyde Family Fund
Teahen Construction Ltd. Scholarship Fund

Stratford Central Secondary School $6,000 
Alan Slater Memorial Scholarship 
Hayter Family Scholarship Fund 
Ian Garner Scholarship Fund
Neigh Scholarship Fund 
Peter Donaldson Memorial Fund
Teahen Construction Ltd. Scholarship Fund                          

Stratford Northwestern Secondary School $5,100             
Gordon and Elaine Steed Family Fund
Hayter Family Scholarship Fund 
Jean Aitcheson Nursing Scholarship Fund 
Peter and Lisa Hyde Family Fund
Teahen Construction Ltd. Scholarship Fund
Scott Diamond Legacy Fund

On June 26th, the Stratford Perth Community Foundation hosted its Annual General Meeting and fifth annual Celebrating Our 
Communities: 15 Years of Philanthropy event at the Best Western Plus The Arden Park Hotel in Stratford. 

Bringing together supporters and grant recipients to celebrate the spirit and power of philanthropy in our community, the 
celebration recognized the 2019 Grant Recipients made possible by generous fund holders with the Community Foundation. 
A casual fireside chat, led by Lloyd Robertson, with the Mayors of our region was a highlight for attendees. The evening 
culminated with the announcement of 2019 grants to vital community programs and projects in Stratford, St. Marys  
and throughout Perth County. 

2020 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM

SMART & CARING COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM UPDATE
Smart & Caring Communities is a landmark e�ort that brings together Community 
Foundations from across Canada in response to the Former Governor General David 
Johnston’s challenge to build a ‘smart and caring nation’ in celebration of Canada’s  
sesquicentennial.  Smart & Caring Community Grants are available in each of the 
six regions served by the Community Foundation – Stratford, St. Marys, North 
Perth, Perth East, Perth South and West Perth. Grants are awarded to charitable 
organizations that demonstrate a ‘smart and caring ’ approach to addressing key 
priorities in their community.
The application intake for the Smart & Caring Community Grants Program 
will commence Fall 2020.  

COMMUNITY GRANT MEETINGS

GRANT APPLICATION TIMELINE
Opens:   Monday, January 6, 2020
Closes:   Friday, February 14, 2020 at 3pm

Grants will be awarded late May 2020

The Community Grants program provides funding to support services delivered 
by local charitable and community-based organizations in Stratford, St. Marys 
and throughout Perth County. Annual grants are made possible by the Community 
Foundation’s family of endowed Donor Advised, Field of Interest, Designated and 
Unrestricted Funds. Community Grants support a broad range of initiatives from 
children and youth to education and literacy, health and wellness to recreation and 
sport, seniors and social services to arts and culture. 

REMAINING COMMUNITY VISITS

MILVERTON
Wednesday, November 27

Perth East Public Library   11:30 am – 7:00 pm
••••••

STRATFORD
Wednesday, December 4

Stratford Public Library  9:00 am – 5:00 pm

To book your private consultation at one of our community visits, or to sign up for grant updates,
contact Amanda Willie, Grants and Data Manager,  at amanda@spccf.ca.

•  Is your charitable organization or community group in need of  funding  
for a new or existing initiative?  

•  Do you want to learn more about how to receive a Community Grant  
from the Community  Foundation? 

•  We’ve been out in our community  to answer questions  you may  
have with our grant application. 

There are a few dates remaining.  
This is your opportunity to get valuable input before you prepare your grant 
application.  Once the grant intake period begins, the Foundation will not be 
accepting calls or scheduling  appointments to discuss grant applications.

Proud supporter of our community

We care about what you care about. 1 - 618 Huron St., Stratford, ON N5A 6S6 | 519- 271-1183 | www.cowangroup.ca
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GalaMAYORS
11TH ANNUAL

PRESENTING 
PARTNER

SATUR DAY,  JANUARY 18 ,  2020
Strat ford Countr y  Club,  53 Romeo Street  Nor th
A F TE R  PA R T Y:  Foste r ’s  I nn,  111  D ownie  Stre e t ,  Strat fo rd

TICKETS ON SALE DECEMBER 2
Follow us on social media or visit our website for the latest information.

@spccf  |   facebook/stratfordperthcommfdn  |   spccf.ca

Thank you to our caring business partners for their support throughout the year!

DR. DOUG MACDOUGALD VETERINARY PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Desco Plumbing & Heating Supply  |  Dunphy Burdett Lawyers  |  Orr Insurance & Investment  
Perth Community Futures Development Corp.  |  RE/MAX a-b REALTY Ltd., Brokerage  |  R.J. Burnside & Associates Ltd.    

Sleeman Breweries Ltd.  |  Strickland’s Toyota  |  Swanson’s Jewellers

Special thanks to our In-Kind and Media Partners:
107.1 Juice FM, 2Day FM, Cherrey Bus Lines, Commercial Printers Ltd., Dennis DesRosiers, Famme and Co. Professional Corporation, 

GOTECH Networking Solutions, Huron Perth Boomers, Listowel Banner, Mitchell Advocate, Perth County Egg Farmers, Rhéo Thompson Candies, revel Stratford, Small 
Winemakers Collection, St. Marys Independent, Stratford Beacon Herald, Stratford Festival, Sysco Canada, TA Networks, and many Mayors Gala auction donors.

 

Your Foundation for today, tomorrow and forever.

Stratford Perth Community Foundation
55 Lorne Avenue East, Unit 5, Stratford ON N5A 6S4   |   519-271-1503   |   spccf.ca
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