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LOCAL WOMAN ESTABLISHES LEGACY FUND FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
December 19, 2017 – Stratford, ON – Many know Stratford native Laura Pogson as a caring individual who gives much of 
her time, talent and treasure to important causes in our community. The Bed & Breakfast owner (Newhaven on the 
River Guest House) and retired teacher has taught countless elementary and secondary school students, coached many 
figure skaters and volunteered for numerous organizations including the Stratford Festival, Art Gallery, Stratford Perth 
Museum, Avon River Environment Association, Stratford Perth Community Foundation, Stratford Probus Club and the 
Divorce Care program. Laura is also an active member of the Festival Rotary Club; receiving the prestigious Paul Harris 
Fellow award in 2009.  
 
On January 1st, 2018, Laura will turn 75 and to celebrate, she has created an endowment fund at the Stratford Perth 
Community Foundation. The Laura Pogson Child and Youth Fund will support projects, causes and organizations that 
contribute to the physical, psychological, social and emotional well-being of children and youth in Stratford, St. Marys 
and Perth County. “Youth are our future and I want to help ensure that there is funding for important initiatives that 
impact the welfare and potential of our young people,” shares Ms. Pogson.    
 
This year Laura is hosting a special birthday celebration on New Years Eve at the Stratford Country Club and is asking 
family members and friends to make a donation to her newly established fund, in lieu of gifts.  
 
“That’s just the kind of person she is – so thoughtful and caring – putting others ahead of herself,” adds Tracy Van 
Kalsbeek, Executive Director of the Community Foundation. “It truly has been an honour to walk alongside Laura on her 
philanthropic journey and help her create this amazing legacy. Youth in our community will forever be touched by her 
kindness and generosity.”  
 
Donations can be made to the Laura Pogson Child and Youth Fund by clicking HERE.  
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About the Stratford Perth Community Foundation 

The Stratford Perth Community Foundation (SPCF) is an organization for everyone and unique because donations – large 
or small – are never spent but are combined and invested. The earned income is used to make grants to local charities 
year after year to build a vibrant not-for-profit sector in Stratford, St. Marys and Perth County. To make all this work, we 
share our unique understanding of community needs and help mobilize and guide donors to specific community 
initiatives. For more information about SPCF please visit www.spccf.ca  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/StratfordPerthCommFdn  
Twitter: @SPCCF 
LinkedIn 
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Tracy Van Kalsbeek, Executive Director, Stratford Perth Community Foundation  
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