
From the fi rst Thomas Orr, who arrived from Philadelphia 
in 1855, to today’s great-great-great grandchildren, the 
family has worked tirelessly and selfl essly to help make 
Stratford what it is today. 

The best-known example of this is probably our unique 
and beautiful riverside park system, famously saved from 
the rail industry at the turn of the twentieth century by 
R. Thomas Orr, son of the fi rst Thomas.

But even this is only a small example of the family’s 
legacy of public service. Family members have served 
and supported almost every foundational institution in 
the city, including the Stratford Festival, the hospital, 
the library and the museum. Also the art gallery, humane 
society and chamber of commerce, the Stratford Rotary 
Complex and almost every minor sport association 
in town. 

When the region sought to join the community foundation 
movement in the early 2000s, it was natural to ask the 
Orrs to join the effort. They responded magnifi cently, 
with brothers Jeff and Rick establishing a donor-directed 
family fund to support projects for the betterment and 
improvement of the City, and sister Nancy serving seven 
years with the Foundation’s board.

Sadly, the family lost another beloved patriarch with the 
passing of the fourth Thomas Orr, known to all as simply 
“Tom,” in 2018. Although the Orr Family Fund was never 
meant as a legacy project, the siblings admit it’s taken on 
a different feeling since Tom passed away. 

“We were touched and honoured when some gifts were 
made in Dad’s memory by people outside the family,” says 
oldest brother Jeff. “It seems perfectly fi tting that we’re 
all working together to build something that will help 
Stratford forever.”

Orr Family Fund 
Supporting projects for the betterment of Stratford
Critics may argue the term “visionary” is overused in philanthropic circles, but there 
is simply no other word to describe the depth and power of the Orr family’s support 
for the community of Stratford. 

Projects funded by the Orr Family Fund so far:

• Stratford Perth Museum: Discovery-Centre 
Gazebo Animation Project (2018)

• Stratford Perth Museum: Franklin Expedition 
Student Access Project (2017)

• Stratford-Perth Family YMCA: Cross-Country 
Ski Trail (2016)

• Stratford Perth Museum: Past Perfect 
Database Software (2013)

• Stratford and Perth Architectural Conservancy: 
Historical Plaques (2012)

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

The Orr family. Back row, from left: Jeff, Rick, Jane. 
Front row, from left: Sue, Nancy, Connie and the late Tom Orr.

Do the best you can with what 
you’ve got, where you are.

R. Thomas Orr (1870 – 1957)

“ Thanks to the generosity of the Orr Family, the gazebo beside the 
Discovery Centre has been updated and modernized, and now serves 
to promote the Stratford Festival, the Stratford Perth Museum and 
Tourism Stratford.”

John Kastner
General Manager, Stratford Perth Museum
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