
connec ting our  
communities

2017 communit y report



We inspire giving. We care for the assets entrusted to us. And we invest in 
the people, ideas and activities that strengthen our community.  

We are YOUR Community Foundation.

2 STRATFORD PERTH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Contents/ Mission / Vision

Contents
Inspiring happiness at North Perth Westfield Public School, Listowel 

3 Message from the Board Chair  
 and executive Director

4 2017 Fast Facts

5 stratford Perth Community Foundation

6 Impact stories: 
	 •		St.	Marys	Museum 
	 •		Gay-Straight	Alliance 
	 •		Big	Brothers	Big	Sisters	Listowel	&	District 
	 •		myPerthHuron

10 Celebrating Canada’s 150th

12 Community Impact Celebration

12	 2017	Grant	Recipients

14	 Smart	&	Caring	Communities

16  Connecting our Communities: 
	 •		9th	Annual	Mayors’	Gala	 
	 •		Random	Act	of	Kindness	Day® 
	 •		Vital	Conversations

18	 Financial	Report

20  Family of Funds

22	 Valued	Donors

24	 In	Honour	and	In	Memory	Gifts

26	 Leadership,	Committees	and	Staff

27 2017 Caring Business Partners



32017 Community Report | Connecting Our Communities

since 2004 we have been connecting caring  
donors to causes that matter. We exist for 
Stratford, St. Marys and Perth County – today, 
tomorrow, forever.

this past year has been one of both collaboration 
and connection. on the following pages you 
will learn about projects, old and new. We have 
partnered with others to build deeper connections 
between citizens and our community, encouraged 
kindness and gained a better understanding of the 
motivation of local donors. 

We are very pleased to share that, as of December 
2017, we have attained close to $4.5 million in 
endowed assets. that’s an increase of $1 million in 
the last year. Moreover, donation revenue to the 
Community	Foundation	reached	over	$933,000,	
while we welcomed seven new endowed funds 
and eight new named funds under our Smart & 
Caring Community Fund umbrella.  What an amazing 
demonstration of our donors’ commitment to 
community philanthropy! 

With this growth of assets, our community 
investment flourishes. As noted in our financial 
statements on page 18, grants made by the 
Community Foundation were $176,668 in 2017 – 
the largest amount to date! 

We’ve persistently grown awareness about the 
Community Foundation through our expanded 
outreach – helping to strengthen connections 
within our community. the third annual Community 
Impact Celebration featured a celebration of 
Canada’s 150th birthday. to celebrate this milestone, 
historical stories were shared by our two local 
museums (page 12). Along with our many partners, 
we	hosted	our	first	Vital	Conversation	on	“sense	of	
belonging and connection” – a fundamental human 
need that is essential to people’s sense of happiness 
and	well-being.	We	also	collaborated	with	others	
to create the first ever stratford Perth Donor 
survey – to gain a philanthropic snapshot of our 
communities.	Importantly,	Random	Act	of	Kindness	
Day	(page	16)	continues	to	inspire	kind-hearted	
acts and we proudly hosted special celebratory 
launches	around	the	county.	Finally,	the	9th annual 
Mayors’	Gala	(page	16)	in	January	2018	was	another	
great success, raising close to $110,000 to fund our 
operational needs and leadership activities.

All of these achievements are made possible 
because of our volunteers, donors, corporate 
partners and champions. thank you for inspiring us 
and for joining us on this philanthropic journey. 

A	MeSSAGe	FRoM	tHe	BoARD	CHAIR	
AnD	exeCutIVe	DIReCtoR

Yours in the spirit of community, 

John	Wilkinson	 
Board Chair 

tracy	Van	Kalsbeek
Executive Director 
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In August 2016, the stratford Perth Community Foundation (sPCF) partnered with the University of Waterloo 
Community,	Health,	environment,	Communications	(CHeC)	Initiative	to	create	a	donor	survey	to	capture	a	snapshot	 
of philanthropy in our local communities and gain a better understanding of the donor makeup within stratford,  
st. Marys and Perth County.   

the project was initiated when the sPCF identified a lack of knowledge about donors and their thoughts, wants 
and	perceptions	within	the	region.	the	purpose	of	the	survey	was	to	help	charities	and	not-for-profit	organizations	
better understand and serve their communities while providing them with more information about local donors. the 
following organizations participated in the stratford, st. Marys and Perth County Donor Demographic survey: United 
Way	Perth-Huron,	Stratford	Festival,	Stratford	General	Hospital	Foundation,	Stratford-Perth	Humane	Society	and	the	
Stratford-Perth	YMCA.	

Survey	Highlights:

•	 Donors	from	our	region	are	more	mature,	well-educated	and	tend	to	support	charities	that	have	a	
positive impact within the community

•	 Donors want to see their donation being used effectively
•	 Preferred	communications	methods:	e-newsletters	and	social	media	

 
Participating organizations will use the data gathered to help guide their donor stewardship strategies and 
communications. the full report can be found on the sPCF website: www.spccf.ca.

A	SnAPSHot	oF	PHILAntHRoPY
DonoR	DeMoGRAPHIC	SuRVeY

2017 | FAst FACts
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MISSION: to enrich the lives of people in stratford, st. Marys and Perth County 
by providing support to charitable organizations through grants made possible 

by responsible stewardship of endowment funds.

VISION: Realizing	community	vitality	through	philanthropy.

the stratford Perth Community Foundation (sPCF) is an organization for everyone and unique because donations – 
large or small – are never spent, but are combined and invested. the earned income is used to make grants to local 
charities	year	after	year	to	build	a	vibrant	not-for-profit	sector	in	Stratford,	St.	Marys	and	Perth	County.	to	make	all	
this work, we share our unique understanding of community needs and help mobilize and guide donors to specific 
community initiatives. 

the sPCF is a proud member of Community 
Foundations of Canada, a national network of 
191	community	foundations	serving	more	than	
90%	of	Canadian	communities	across	Canada.	
together we help Canadians invest in making our 
communities better places to live, work and play.

Community foundations have a deep knowledge of local needs and opportunities. they act as champions for issues 
that matter and direct grants to everything from shelter, education and care for those in need, to the arts, environment 
and recreation. 

For donors, community foundations offer a range of charitable giving options that provide tax benefits and strategic 
advice about philanthropy. Individuals, families, businesses and organizations work with community foundations to 
create permanent charitable funds that help meet the challenges of changing times.

today,	there	are	more	than	1,600	Community	Foundations	around	the	world,	of	which	191	are	in	Canada.	together	
they serve as stewards of charitable giving and provide guidance about philanthropy. 

ABoUt CoMMUnItY FoUnDAtIons

StRAtFoRD	PeRtH	CoMMunItY	FounDAtIon

COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATIONS 
OF CANADA

tHe	PoWeR	oF	enDoWMent
Gifts	donated	to	endowment	funds	held	within	the	Stratford	Perth	Community	Foundation	are	invested	in	perpetuity.	
earnings on the invested assets are available for charitable work, year after year. By preserving and growing the capital, 
the Community Foundation ensures endowments continue to produce income forever. 

think of it like a permanent investment account  
that will always be there to look after community needs.
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2017	|	 IMPACt	StoRIeS

the st. Marys Museum, located in a heritage house 
constructed in 1854 from locally quarried limestone 
by	one	of	the	town’s	first	settlers,	George	tracy,	is	an	
important part of local history. In addition to the main 
building, the Museum is home to many artifacts and tools 
used by early settlers of the area. What life must have 
been like back then!

In recent years, the Museum has offered an onsite early 
Settlers	Program	and	welcomed	local	Grade	3	students	
to learn about the area’s history and what life was like for  
early settlers in st. Marys and Perth County. the students 
that have gone through the program reported that they 
experienced a deeper connection with their community 
and an appreciation for the Museum that they did not 
have before. 

With the success of the onsite early settlers Program, Amy 
Cubberley, Curator and Archivist at the Museum, wanted 
to expand the program to engage more local youth. the 
challenges she faced were the limitations rural schools 
had with costs associated around transporting students 

to	and	from	the	Museum.	“We	wanted	to	inspire	a	lifelong	
appreciation for history and cultural resources for our 
students who may not be able to access the Museum 
outside of school,” says Amy. 

An application to the Community Foundation for the 
early	Settlers	outreach	Program	soon	followed.	“When	 
we heard we had received a grant for our outreach 
program from the Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund 
and the St. Marys Smart & Caring Community Fund, we 
were very grateful. Without this funding and support 
from our community, we would not be able to reach so 
many students,” adds Amy. 

Museum staff and local experts visited the schools five 
times during the school year, discussing a different 
theme about life in the 1800’s. the interactive program 

consisted of games, group work and 
hands on learning regarding tools and 
artifacts	used	by	early	settlers.	“A	lot	
of the kids didn’t know the st. Marys 
Museum existed and now, because 
of this program, we’re seeing some of 
them at the Museum on school breaks, 
bringing their families with them,” 
notes	Amy.	“It’s	wonderful	to	see.”

ConneCtInG	tHe	PASt	WItH	tHe	PReSent
St.	MARYS	MuSeuM

Part of the conversation: Why would fire stations (above) be located near a river? 
As communities grow and transportation evolves, the Museum discusses why 
services, like fire stations, relocate. 

Left: Bishop Nickle, 
age 9, plays Settlers 
of St. Marys, an 
educational board 
game developed 
as part of the Early 
Settlers program. 

Below: Toys of early 
settler children. 
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to help address a major gap in support for people who 
are	lesbian,	gay,	bi-sexual,	transgender	and	queer/
questioning	(LGBtQ+),	optimism	Place	Women’s	Shelter	
and support services collaborated with the Avon 
Maitland	District	School	Board	and	its	Gay-Straight	
Alliance	(GSA)	groups	to	start	the	LGBtQ+	outreach	
Program. 

the organizers saw a deep need to create sustainable and 
wide-spread	access	to	social	services	for	LGBtQ+	youth	–	
the first initiative of its kind in Perth County. 

“We	wanted	our	young	people	to	have	a	positive	and	
inclusive place to learn about their own sexuality as well 
as mental health, sexual health and consent,” says Dylan 
Bruxer,	LGBtQ+	Consultant	at	optimism	Place.

Last	spring,	after	receiving	seed	funding	from	the	Lloyd	
and	nancy	Robertson	Youth	Initiative	Fund,	the	LGBtQ+	
program was able to host a workshop for 45 Perth County 
students.	they	heard	from	a	keynote	speaker	at	Get	ReAL,	
a	youth-focused	organization	that	energizes	LGBtQ+	
students and their allies to voice their stories. students 
also discussed homophobia, healthy relationships, 
appropriate language and they participated in a creative 
art project. Funding also helped to provide important 

information	booklets	for	the	GSA	groups	in	each	of	the	
local high schools. 

“We	started	our	Fund	at	the	Community	Foundation	to	
help	provide	funding	for	youth	that	need	a	“hand	up,”	
shares	Lloyd	Robertson.	“this	program	has	done	great	
things already and nancy and I are very pleased to be 
their inaugural supporters.”

organizers note that being able to offer this program 
has opened the door for collaboration with other social 
service	providers	e.g.	Health	unit,	Police	Services	etc.	–	
some of which were at the workshop to answer questions 
and offer support. 

the	LGBtQ+	outreach	Program	continues	to	provide	
outreach and encouragement to local students on a 
regular basis. Many students receive counselling and get 
connected to services they need. And, importantly, they 
better understand their rights.  

“We	have	worked	hard	to	build	a	well-rounded	structure	
for	the	LGBtQ+	youth	community,”	adds	Dylan.	“one	free	
from bias and full of understanding and support. thank 
you so much for believing in us!” 

FRee	FRoM	BIAS	–	FuLL	oF	unDeRStAnDInG
GAY-StRAIGHt	ALLIAnCe

Students gather at Stratford Market Square for the Perth Pride launch in September 2017. 
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CReAtInG	LIFe-LonG	IMPACt
BIG	BRotHeRS	BIG	SISteRS

2017	|	 IMPACt	StoRIeS

For the past eight years, 
retired Principal sheree 
Fleischauer has volunteered 
one-hour	a	week	through	
the Big Brothers Big sisters 
(BBBs) In school Mentoring 
program in north Perth. she 
knew she wanted to be a 
mentor after witnessing the 
impact that mentors had on 
the lives of children at her 
school. over the years, she 
has been a BBBs mentor to 15 
children	-	some	of	which	have	
continued their relationship 
with her into adulthood. 
“We	cannot	change	their	
circumstances, but we can 
provide them with a positive, 
accepting relationship that 
allows them to feel good 
about themselves,” says sheree. 

to become an In school Mentor, the process is simple and 
the schedule is flexible to fit each volunteer’s schedule. 
People from all different kinds of backgrounds have 
volunteered	for	BBBS	including	a	Jr.	B.	Listowel	Cyclones	
player	and	“trudy,”	a	mentor	that	started	at	the	age	of	
91!	“the	kids	don’t	need	much,	it’s	the	one-on-one	time	
with them that’s important. It’s building a positive adult 
relationship, without judgement, that makes all the 
difference,” adds sheree.

Meghan	Martin,	executive	Director	for	BBBS	of	Listowel	
and District, can’t stress enough how important these 
volunteers	are	to	the	children.	“Spending	one	hour	a	
week	with	these	kids		doing	non-academic	activities	
– from building and baking to reading and colouring 
– can build confidence and coping skills that carry on 
throughout their lives,” shares Meghan. 

In 2017, the BBBs In school Mentoring program received 
funding from the North Perth Smart & Caring Community 
Fund	and	the	Jim	and	Laurel	Laughton	Family	Fund.	

the North Perth Smart & Caring Community Fund, started 
in 2015 by the people of north Perth, continues to grow 
and support projects and programs within north Perth. 
It’s a fund for the community that anyone can give to – 
from $10 to $100,000. 

“the	funding	that	we	received	has	helped	us	fill	the	
activity bins that the volunteers use with the kids and it 
has also aided with the marketing and administration 
of	the	program,”	notes	Meghan.	“the	Community	
Foundation grants that we have received over the years 
have been instrumental to the program and we couldn’t 
be more grateful.” 

In School Mentor, Sheree Fleischauer, builds a bridge using craft materials with her Mentee.
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DISCoVeRInG	tHe	WeLLBeInG	  
oF	ouR	CoMMunItIeS	

MYPeRtHHuRon

A new, online resource has been created by the social 
Research	and	Planning	Council	(SRPC)	to	assist	in	tracking	
the	well-being	of	our	communities	–	where	we	are	doing	
well and where we may be facing challenges. 

“myPerthHuron”	helps	interested	citizens,	businesses,	
municipal	governments	and	not-for-profits	better	
understand how real people who live in our communities 
are doing. traditional assessments of a community’s 
well-being	measure	large-scale	economic	activity,	such	
as	Gross	Domestic	Product	(GDP).	economists	focus	
on national import and export figures, interest rates, 
corporate profits and unemployment rates. And, for the 
most part, that information is provided at a provincial 
and/or	national	level.

that’s	not	quite	the	case	with	myPerthHuron.	Along	with	
comparators from ontario and Canada, the online data 
tool also houses lots of local urban and rural data about 
our communities – provided by trusted organizations and 
government agencies in our own backyard. 

In 2017 the Melanson Family Fund provided seed funding 
to	help	get	the	myPerthHuron	initiative	up	off	the	
ground.	“this	is	an	important	resource	for	our	community	
– it is set to help us all make more informed decisions 

about where there are needs and where we should focus 
our	time	and	money,”	shares	tom	Melanson.	“I	am	pleased	
that we were able to provide initial funding for this 
initiative.”

“Imagine	having	access	to	a	tool	that	features	current,	
local data from providers such as hospitals, health units, 
social	services,	government	and	non-profit	organizations	
while	offering	inter-organizational	data	sharing	and	
mapping	features,”	notes	Susanna	Reid,	Director	of	the	
SRPC.	“Imagine	also,	identifying	where	we	are	doing	well,	
discovering emerging trends and challenging areas, while 
uncovering what makes our community unique – that’s 
what	myPerthHuron	is.”
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the	Local	Community	Food	Centre	(LCFC)	wants	
everyone to have access to fresh, local food. the Canada 
150	Grant	helped	this	organization	get	one	step	closer	
to realizing this goal by funding a 10,000 square foot 
community	garden	space	and	“edible	forest”	in	Dufferin	
Park (stratford) filled with fresh produce representing 
Canada’s heritage. In the spirit of cooperation and 
solidarity,	the	150	Commemorative	Garden	allowed	
community members to come together to grow fresh, 
healthy food that helped signify  Canada’s history and 

culture.	“this	is	something	
the whole community 
can be proud of,” notes 
Debra swan, executive 
Director.	“the	community	
garden has brought our 
community together.  
It has helped families 
become more food secure, 
and in doing so, allowed 
them to contribute 
to strengthening our 
community’s food security 

and social capital.” 

to local resident sean, the garden meant so much more.   
Finding it challenging to feed his growing family of six, 
he often travelled with his wife and children to various 
community	meals	throughout	Stratford.	However,	when	
he	discovered	the	LCFC	and	all	it	had	to	offer,	the	Centre	
became like a second home. sean did not hesitate to 
offer his assistance to help build the garden and later 
become	a	food	grower.	“By	the	end	of	the	season,	we	 
had harvested upwards of 80 pounds of fresh, healthy 
food for our family for the entire summer,” adds sean. 
“our	lives	have	changed	because	of	this	community	
garden experience.”

2017	|	CeLeBRAtInG	CAnADA’S	150tH

this past year marked Canada’s 150th anniversary of confederation. to celebrate this important milestone, the sPCF 
partnered with Community Foundations of Canada (CFC) to provide local grants to help bring Canadian citizens 
together and build a greater sense of belonging through projects connected to the country’s sesquicentennial. For 
this purpose, CFC created the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th	-	a	collaborative	effort	seeded	by	the	Government	of	
Canada	and	extraordinary	leaders	from	coast	to	coast	to	coast	with	matching	funding	from	Canada’s	191	community	
foundations, including the sPCF.

More than 2,100 projects across the country were approved through the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th and the 
sPCF is proud to report on four local projects that received funding through this initiative.

GooD	FooD	FoR	ALL
LoCAL	CoMMunItY	FooD	CentRe

Aerial view of The Local Community Food Centre’s 150 Commemorative Garden. 

A Local Community Food Centre  
volunteer displays his harvest. 
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CAnADA 150th	GRAntS	
From the Smart & Caring Community Fund with matching funds from the Community Foundations of Canada’s Community Fund for Canada’s 150th 

the	Local	Community	Food	Centre Community Garden $12,088

PlayMakers! theatre school Stratford Lantern Parade - A Community Celebration $4,815

Stratford	Perth	Heritage	Foundation Spring Education Programming $1,900

Stratford	Public	Library Preserving Personal History at Your Library $1,173

What	does	“heritage”	mean	to	you?	that	question	was	
asked	of	many	lantern-making	workshop	participants	in	
preparation	for	Stratford’s	First	Annual	Lantern	Parade	
hosted by Playmakers! theatre school. the 21 workshops 
were offered at venues across the city. All in all, over 800 
individuals  participated in the inclusive approach to 
lantern making – giving people of all ages, nationalities 
and abilities an opportunity to create their own lantern, 
reflecting images that they felt represented Canada’s 
heritage. 

Despite	the	rain,	over	220	people	attended	the	Lantern	
Parade,	walking	along	the	Avon	River	from	the	tourism	
Booth	to	Gallery	Stratford,	celebrating	Canada’s	heritage	
and diversity through the lanterns they had produced. 
the entertainment along the parade route and at the 
reception	at	Gallery	Stratford	also	reflected	Canada’s	
diversity, featuring traditional east Coast step dancing, 
Quebec	and	ontario	fiddling	and	Arabic	singing	to	help	
welcome syrian families that recently moved to the area. 
“the	workshops	and	parade	were	an	overwhelming	
success bringing together so many community members,” 
states	Susan	Kennedy,	the	event’s	organizer.

the	Stratford	Perth	Heritage	Foundation	hosted	their	
annual	Pioneer	Days	programmingthis	past	June	in	Perth	
east	at	the	Fryfogel	tavern,	a	19th century stagecoach stop 
and resting place for incoming settlers to the Canada 
Company’s	Huron	tract.		the	educational	programming	
featured elementary school students dressing up in 
period costumes to partake in a wide range of pioneer 
activities and experiences intended to stimulate interest 
in local history, heritage and early days of settlement in 
Perth County.

With	their	Canada	150	Grant,	the	Stratford	Public	Library	
purchased	a	VHS	converter,	a	film	scanner	and	a	VHS/
DVD	player.	these	resources	are	available	free	to	the	
public to help residents  preserve their personal history 
in updated digital formats.

CeLeBRAtInG	CAnADA’S	
HIStoRY	AnD	CuLtuRe

PIoneeR	DAYS

StRAtFoRD	PeRtH	  
HeRItAGe	FounDAtIon

PReSeRVInG	  
LoCAL	HIStoRY

StRAtFoRD	PuBLIC	LIBRARY

PLAYMAKeRS!	tHeAtRe	SCHooL

Workshop 
participants at  
Gallery Stratford 
create their 
lanterns. 

Volunteers brave the elements to participate in the First Annual Lantern Parade.
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2017	GRAnt	ReCIPIentS
Avon trail new Website Ideal Supply Community Fund, Mansbridge 

Environment Fund 
$3,000

Big	Brothers	Big	Sisters	of	Listowel	&	District In school Mentor Program Jim and Laurel Laughton Family Fund, North Perth 
Smart & Caring Community Fund

$1,400

Camp Bimini Cook’s Cabin Mathieson Family Fund, Melanson Family Fund $10,000

Choices For Change Alcohol, Drug  
&	Gambling	Counselling	Centre

Acquired Brain Injury training Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by 
The Cowan Foundation

$1,000

Choices For Change Alcohol, Drug  
&	Gambling	Counselling	Centre

Client and Family engagement strategy 
Implementation 

Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by  
The Cowan Foundation, Richardson Family Fund

$7,250

Choices For Change Alcohol, Drug  
&	Gambling	Counselling	Centre

Dialectical Behaviour training Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by  
The Cowan Foundation

$3,450

emily Murphy Centre second stage 
Residences

Access for All Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund, Judi Hemmingway 
Memorial Fund

$3,000

Family	Services	Perth-Huron Youth	Counselling	Waitlist	Reduction Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by 
The Cowan Foundation and the RBC Foundation

$7,500

Friends	of	the	St.	Marys	Museum	/	 
st. Marys Museum

early settlers and Community  
Development outreach

Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund, St. Marys Smart & 
Caring Community Fund

$1,500

Friends	of	the	St.	Marys	Public	Library	/	 
St.	Marys	Public	Library

Digital	Media	Lab Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund, Smart & Caring 
Community Fund, The Reading Fund

$5,500

Gallery	Stratford Creating together: Family Art sunday and 
After school Program

Culliton Fund, McGratten Children’s Fund $4,000

Canada 150th Grant Recipients L-R: Susan Kennedy; Robert Hufkey; Julia Merritt, CEO, Stratford Public Library; Ian Bird, President, Community Foundations of Canada; Denise Kane; 
Wave Griffin; Joyce Evans; Charlotte Hubbard; Debra Swan, Executive Director, The Local Community Food Centre and Steve Stacey. 

on	June	12th, 2017 we celebrated our 3rd Annual Community 
Impact Celebration presented by Ideal supply with over 140 
donors, community leaders and charitable partners. the 
focus was to celebrate Canada’s 150th, highlight our 2017 
grants and recognize the kind donors who, with the help 
of the Community Foundation, invest generously back into 
our	community.	Held	at	the	Best	Western	Plus	Arden	Park	
Hotel	in	Stratford,	the	event	featured	keynote	speaker	Ian	
Bird, President of Community Foundations of Canada and 
was	once	again	emceed	by	SPCF	Honorary	Patron	Lloyd	
Robertson.	

Also	sharing	a	bit	of	local	history	were	John	Kastner,	General	
Manager of the stratford Perth Museum and Amy Cubberley, 
Curator of the st. Marys Museum. Both organizations also 

received Community Foundation grants and shared details 
about the impact those grants made in facilitating their 
programming.

A total of $176,668 was granted in 2017 to important projects 
and initiatives happening in stratford, st. Marys and Perth 
County – the most the Community Foundation has ever 
granted.	“Since	2004	we	have	invested	over	$780,000	back	
into	our	communities,”	shares	tracy	Van	Kalsbeek,	SPCF	
executive	Director.	“We’ve	granted	to	programs	that	tackle	
our communities’ most pressing needs – helping to make 
a difference where it’s needed most. We are proud of what 
we’ve been able to accomplish and, with the help of our 
generous donors, look forward to growing our granting 
abilities in the years to come.”

12 STRATFORD PERTH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION



2017	DeSIGnAteD	GRAntS
elgin	Missionary	Church	(non-denominational	projects) Laverne Heath Fund $700

John	Howard	Society Dave Persad Fund $500

north	Perth	Community	Hospice Sid and Margaret Henry Fund $500

north	Perth	Public	Library	 North Perth Public Library Fund $400

salvation Army north Perth North Perth Sports for Kids Fund $2,600

Salvation	Army	Stratford:	Hockey	Bursary	Program John Mavity Hockey Legacy Fund $1,000

Stratford	General	Hospital	Foundation Strickland Community Fund $5,000

stratford Perth Community Foundation Tim MacDonald Founding Chair Operating Endowment Fund, Dennis 
DesRosiers Endowment for the Advancement of the SPCF

$4,500

Stratford	Public	Library	 Stratford Public Library Building Fund $24,468

2017	SCHoLARSHIPS
Stratford Central Secondary School 
					Recipient:	Brontae	Hunter
					Recipient:	Julia	Yates	and	Kaleb	Cole
					Recipient:	Dawson	Lott	and	Julia	Christian	
					Recipient:	Hayley	Gosselin

Peter Donaldson Memorial Fund
Ian Garner Scholarship Fund
Neigh Scholarship Fund
Alan Slater Memorial Scholarship

$1,500
$1,000
$2,000

$500

Stratford Northwestern Secondary School
					Recipient:	Lauren	Cockburn
					Recipient:	Declan	Satchell
					Recipient:	Megan	Leis
					Recipient:	Kim	Bannon
					Recipient:	Lyndy	Mikel
					Recipient:	Jamie	Simpson

Jean Aitcheson Nursing Scholarship Fund
Peter and Lisa Hyde Family Fund
Scott Diamond Legacy Fund
Gordon and Elaine Steed Family Fund
Gordon and Elaine Steed Family Fund
Gordon and Elaine Steed Family Fund

$1,000
$350

$1,000
$750
$750
$750

Guelph	to	Goderich	Rail	trail	Inc.	 Perth trailhead Development International Plowing Match (2005) Fund $3,000

Hidden	Acres	Mennonite	Camp Camper subsidies Larkworthy Family Fund $1,000

Huron-Perth	Centre	for	Children	&	Youth Building	Resilient	Communities Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by 
The Cowan Foundation and the RBC Foundation

$3,500

Milverton Agricultural society Accessible Bathrooms Project Smart & Caring Community Fund $2,200

Municipality of north Perth Memorial	Park:	Walkway	and	Lighting	 Carnegie Family Fund, Meulensteen Tire Environment 
Fund

$2,900

Municipality	of	north	Perth	/	 
Royal	Canadian	Legion

new Air Conditioning Unit Ideal Supply Community Fund, North Perth Smart & 
Caring Community Fund

$3,000

optimism Place Healthy	Relationships	LGBtQ+	Pilot	Program Lloyd and Nancy Robertson Family Fund $2,000

optimism Place Ladies	of	the	CnR Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund $5,000

Perth	District	Health	unit Perth County sunscreen Dispenser Project John and Colleen MacDonald Family Fund $2,800

St.	Joseph’s	Health	Care	Foundation Parkwood Planning and Pacing App: Phase 2 Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by 
The Cowan Foundation

$7,500

SpringWorks	Indie	theatre	&	Arts	Festival	 Giant	Puppet	Project Hachborn-Courtnage Fund for the Arts $300

Stratford	Arts	Foundation	/	 
stratford summer Music

Music for an Avon Morning Frank and Edda Lang Family Fund $350

stratford Chefs school summer explorer Courses Keith and Francis Culliton Family Fund, Smart & Caring 
Community Fund

$2,000

Stratford	House	of	Blessing Food Bank Flooring Project Melanson Family Fund $6,500

stratford Perth Museum Franklin expedition student Access Project Orr Family Fund $2,000

the	Local	Community	Food	Centre Loving	Spoonfuls	expansion	/	enhancement Brain and Mind Matters Community Fund ~ matched by 
The Cowan Foundation, George and Edna Hislop Family 
Fund, John and Leslie Wright Family Fund

$5,814

town	of	St.	Marys	/	St.	Marys	Youth	Centre Water safety and Inclusion for All Maranger Family Fund $1,500

united	Way	Perth-Huron	/	Social	Research	
and Planning Council

myPerthHuron	Community	Researcher Melanson Family Fund $4,500

upper	thames	River	Conservation	Authority	 Field Windbreak tree Plantings Donald McTavish Conservation Fund $3,660

Wellspring stratford Cancer support Centre Celebrating 10 Years of Cancer support Irene McKennitt Fund for Nursing Excellence $300

2017	GRAnt	ReCIPIentS	ContInueD
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2017	|	SMARt	&	CARInG	CoMMunItIeS

this past november, the stratford Perth Community Foundation kicked off the final smart & Caring Community Funds 
in Perth east and West Perth. Smart & Caring Community Funds were also established in stratford and north Perth in 
2015	and	St.	Marys	and	Perth	South	in	2016.	the	goal	of	the	three-year	Smart & Caring Initiative was for each of the six 
municipalities served by the Community Foundation to have access to their own sustainable funding resource that 
responded	to	the	ever-changing	needs	of	its	community.	And	the	Community	Foundation	has	met	that	goal	–	all	
thanks to our generous donors! 

Because of caring individuals, businesses and organizations, close to $500,000 has been raised in the past three years 
through this initiative. these dollars have been invested and a portion of the income earned is now providing funding 
for local charities and organizations. thank you to all who have donated to date. If you are interested in making a 
contribution to the Smart & Caring Community Fund	in	your	area,	please	contact	our	office	at	519-271-1503.

And this is just the beginning. 

Just imagine…. $1 million 
in endowed funds would 

effortlessly reinvest at least 
$35,000 each and every year 

for your community’s local 
programs and projects.

What could your community  
do with that?

SMARt	&	CARInG	CoMMunItIeS	uPDAte

0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Stratford

St. Marys

Perth East

Perth South

North Perth

West Perth

$41,322 of $100,000

$93,252 of $100,000

$41,105 of $50,000

$26,641 of $50,000

$244,940 of $250,000

$25,692 of $50,000

98%

93%

82%

53%

51%

41%

every one of us is a product of our community. the communities we call home help make 
us who we are. every community is the sum of the people who live within it – a unique mix 
of personalities, cultures and interests.  the causes we care about, the time we invest, the 

people we bring together – they all shape our communities. 

Anyone can give to these funds, $10, $100, $10,000 and the donations raised 
in each community, benefit that community. 

Fund totals as of December 31, 2017
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PAVInG	tHe	RoAD	
FoR	A	BetteR	FutuRe
In	June	of	2017,	the	Perth	County	Road	Superintendents	
Association	(PCRSA),	in	partnership	with	the	Association	
of	ontario	Road	Supervisors,	hosted	the	Annual	
Municipal	Public	Works	trade	Show.	the	two-day	event,	
the largest of its kind in ontario, welcomed between 200 
and 300 public works products and services exhibitors 
and upwards of 2,000 attendees.

“We	knew	early	on	that	we	would	generate	some	revenue	
from the tradeshow so we decided that we would donate 
those profits back into the communities where we work 
and	serve,”	shares	John	McClelland,	Director	of	Public	
Works	for	Perth	County	and	a	member	of	the	PCRSA.	
“that	was	very	important	to	our	membership	and	public	
works staff.”

It took two years to prepare for the tradeshow and the 
planning paid off as the Association brought in more than 
$60,000, after expenses. It’s safe to say that McClelland 
and his event committee were extremely pleased with 
the results. 

the	PCRSA	chose	the	Community	Foundation	as	their	
vehicle for giving and, after discussions, decided to divide 

their $60,884.25 contribution evenly amongst the four 
Perth County Smart & Caring Community Funds – helping 
ensure that there are sustainable funding resources in 
Perth	east,	Perth	South,	West	Perth	and	north	Perth.	“We	
love that the four Smart & Caring Community Funds are 
specific to building vital communities in Perth County – 
that was a great fit for what we had hoped to accomplish 
with our donation,” adds Bill Wilson, operations 
Coordinator, Perth east township.

	the	PCRSA’s	donation	has	been	pooled	and	invested	
with all of the Community Foundation’s endowment 
funds and annually proceeds will provide support to each 
municipality within Perth County, providing a legacy of 
the Association’s generosity, forever. 

L-R: Bill Wilson, Tracy Van Kalsbeek and John McClelland

*named funds start at $5,000

Help us make your Community Smart & Caring 
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2017	|	ConneCtInG	ouR	CoMMunItIeS

the message is simple: do something nice for someone 
and ask nothing in return other than they do something 
nice for someone else.

Since	2008,	Random	Act	of	Kindness	Day®	has	brought	
Canadian communities together by engaging citizens 
in small acts of kindness and generosity. this past 
november,	SPCF	held	kick-offs	throughout	Stratford,	St.	
Marys and Perth County, celebrating this special day with 
local citizens and over 250 communities coast to coast. 

Part of the beauty of the initiative is that it doesn’t have 
to	cost	a	cent.	Holding	a	door	open,	words	of	thanks	and	
encouragement, telling someone they’ve done a good job 
– these are the acts that citizens are asked to ‘pay forward’. 

Research	has	shown	that:		

•	Kind	acts	increase	
serotonin production, 
naturally increasing 
your mood

•	When	you	are	kind	you	
begin to see yourself in 
a more positive light

•	Being	kind	ignites	in	us	
an evolutionary bond – 
the kinder you are, the 
more connected you 
feel to others

•	Kind	acts	also	
produce feelings of 
warmth which release oxytocin in your body – a 
cardio-protective	hormone

•	Kindness	creates	a	ripple	effect	that	spreads	to	
friends and friends’ friends 

Thank you to everyone who participated 
and made the day such a success! Mark your 
calendars for the 2018 Random Act of Kindness 
Day on November 2nd. 

the	SPCF	celebrated	its	9th	Annual	Mayors’	Gala	
on	Saturday,	January	20th, 2018 with close to 300 
stylish guests at the stratford Country Club. 

Hosted	by	Stratford’s	Mayor	Dan	Mathieson	and	
supported by the Mayors of st. Marys and Perth 
County, this memorable evening drew together 
business leaders, philanthropists, community 
volunteers and guests from stratford, st. Marys, 
Perth	County	and	beyond	-	all	in	a	celebration	of	
“community.”

MAYoRS’	GALA

RAnDoM	ACt	oF	KInDneSS	DAY®

RAK Day Kick-off at the Walkom’s Valu-Mart in Mitchell. 

L-R: Mayor Walter McKenzie, Mayor Al Strathdee, Councillor Helen Dowd, Mayor Julie Behrns, 
Mayor Bob Wilhelm and Mayor Dan Mathieson.

Zehr Insurance employees hand out Fry Pies in 
Perth East as their Random Act of Kindness. 
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the	dollars	raised	at	the	Gala	have	helped	to	further	the	Community	
Foundation’s leadership and outreach activities. through the sale 
of tickets, a fantastic silent auction and with the help of corporate 
partners like Presenting Partner BMo Financial, this year the Mayors’ 
Gala	yielded	almost	$110,000	for	the	Community	Foundation.

the evening also marked 16 years to the day that local businessman 
Bo sibold passed away. Bo was a big supporter of the community 
and it was his $250,000 bequest that helped establish the stratford 
Perth Community Foundation. since that time, the Community 
Foundation’s assets have grown to 17 times that amount and the 
sPCF has granted over three times that amount back into our 
communities. Bo’s gift helped to establish a legacy and continues to 
support	our	communities’	priorities	and	ever-changing	needs.	

Join in celebration for our 10th Annual Mayors’ Gala on January 19th, 2019.

In	June	2017,	along	with	the	help	of	several	local	
organizations (see list below), the stratford Perth 
Community	Foundation	(SPCF)	hosted	its	inaugural	Vital	
Conversation in stratford. organizers knew that the topic, 
‘sense of belonging’, is a fundamental human need – 
just like food or shelter – and is essential to our sense of 
happiness	and	well-being.	

the important community conversation took place 
in	conjunction	with	the	Social	Research	&	Planning	
Council	(SRPC)	Perth-Huron’s	launch	of	their	new	report,	
‘embracing	Diversity,	newcomer	experiences	in	Huron	
and Perth Counties.’

Vital	Conversation	attendees	were	led	on	an	exploration	
of community connection through large and small group 
discussion. the goal was to identify local priorities with 
areas for improvement and opportunities for civic action. 
Results	from	the	post	Stratford	Perth	Vital	Conversations	
survey indicated that event participants were most 
interested in pursuing actionable items that affected 
sense of belonging for youth. the full report is available 
on the sPCF website. 

Since	hosting	Vital	Conversations,	the	Community	
Foundation has worked with some local organizations to 
provide funding for initiatives making a difference in the 
areas indicated in the final report. the sPCF will host a 
follow-up	Stratford	Perth	Vital	Conversation	focusing	on	
‘Connecting Youth in our Community’ in the fall of 2018. 

Other 2017 Vital Conversations partners included: University of Waterloo’s Community, Health, Environment, Communications (CHEC) Initiative, 
Stratford Perth YMCA, Stratford Public Library, University of Waterloo Stratford Campus, United Way Perth-Huron, Powernoodle, Choices for Change, 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) and Facile Perth.

VItAL	ConVeRSAtIonS

 

WHAT IS belONGING? 
We define belonging simply as being 
part of a collective “we.” It’s a two-way 
street: It’s about communities sending 

signals of acceptance and inclusion 
and about individuals cultivating their 

own connection to community.  
A sense of belonging is important to 
building safe, vibrant communities, 
and it brings purpose to our lives.

~ Community Foundations of Canada

Participants discuss ways to improve their “sense of belonging” in our community. 

L-R: Becky Hudson, Tim Fenech, Jamy Poirier and Laurel Poirier. 
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2017	|	FInAnCIAL	RePoRt

the stratford Perth Community Foundation 
and its Finance and Investment Committee, 
through	its	partnership	with	the	London	
Community Foundation, has diligently 
managed growth from almost $3.5 million 
to $4.4 million of assets during 2017 to 
ensure stable and consistent community 
impact now and moving forward.

Fixed	Income	(target	25-35%)

Canadian	equity	(target	20-30%)

u.S.	equity	(target	20-30%)

International	equity	(target	15-25%)

24.0%

26.4%

23.3%

26.3%

Asset MIx as at December 31, 2017the stratford Perth Community Foundation’s endowed 
funds	are	co-pooled	with	our	colleagues	at	the	London	
Community	Foundation	(LCF).	this	relationship	is	
re-evaluated	annually	by	the	SPCF’s	Finance	and	
Investment Committee. All portfolios are managed 
by professional investment managers and are in 
accordance with investment policy and guidelines. 
our	financial	stewardship	strategy	looks	at	a	long-term	
horizon and ensures legacies created by donors are 
respected and grant making continues in perpetuity. 

Health	&	Wellness	(24%)

education	&	Literacy	(24%)

Social	&	Community	Service	(18%)

Children	&	Youth	(12%)

Arts,	Culture	&	Heritage	(11%)

Recreation	(7%)

environment	(2%)

Seniors	(2%)

2017	GRAntS	BY	SeCtoR

InVeStMent	RetuRnS

0

2
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6

8
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2015

3.22%

6.43%

9.62%

2016 2017

over the last three years, we have grown our endowment 
by	almost	60%	and	through	our	partnership	with	the	LCF,	
have seen returns on those investments ranging from 
3.22%	in	2015	to	9.62%	in	2017.	

Did you Know? surplus income from our Funds is allowed 
to accumulate as undistributed income from years in 
which investment returns exceed expenditures (grants 
and administration fees). this surplus is used to build a 
two year reserve to be used in years in which investment 
revenue	is	not	sufficient	to	meet	the	CRA	disbursement	
quota	requirement	(3.5%).	

the Community Foundation distributes grants to 
all corners of the community in arts and culture, 
education, health, social services and the environment. 
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STATeMeNT Of OPeRATIONS
for the year ended December 31, 2017

2017 2016
ReVeNUe

Sponsorship	and	event	Revenue 158,092 169,979
Donation	Revenue 933,378 724,355
ontario trillium Foundation 14,300 28,600
Investment Income 353,143 183,413

Total Revenue 1,458,913 1,106,347

Grants Awarded 176,668 120,589

eXPeNSeS
Community outreach expense 64,434 59,670
Administration	and	Governance	expense 107,140 106,103
Fundraising and Communications expense 54,405 51,820
event expense 26,935 30,025

Total Expenses 252,914 247,618

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures 1,029,331 738,140

eXPeNSe RATIO (annualized)
%	Administration	and	Governance	to	Average	total	Assets 2.59% 3.27%
%	Fundraising	and	events	to	Average	total	Assets 1.97% 2.52%

2017 2016
ASSeTS

Cash 188,030 143,977
Accounts	Receivable 22,166 16,575
HSt	Recoverable 2,366 4,197
Prepaid expenses 1,469 3,012
Life	Insurance	-	CSV 25,268 0
Investments 4,402,721 3,455,549

Total Assets 4,642,020 3,623,310

lIAbIlITIeS
Accounts Payable 20,489 20,368
Deferred	Revenue 7,125 11,375
Grants	Payable 0 0
Funds	Held	In	trust 254,773 261,265

Total Liabilities 282,387 293,008

fUND bAlANCeS
endowment Funds 4,174,336 3,184,261
Funds for Distribution 42,039 40,441
Unrestricted Funds 143,258 105,600

Total Fund Balances 4,359,633 3,330,302

Total Liabilities & Fund Balances 4,642,020 3,623,310

bAlANCe SHeeT
as at December 31, 2017

This summarized financial information 
represents highlights from our fiscal year 

end and is extracted from the audited 
financial statements as prepared by BDO 

Canada LLP.  The Community Foundation 
is committed to complete financial  

accountability and transparency. The full 
audited financial statements are available 

on our website at www.spccf.ca or by 
request. Please call 519-271-1503 and we 

will be pleased to send you a copy. 



2017	|	FAMILY	oF	FunDS

Smart & Caring Community fund  
(Stratford, St. Marys & Perth County)
Gateman Milloy Fund
Gerber Family Fund
Chris and Courtney Teahen Family Fund
Anne Walsh Fund 

North Perth Smart & Caring  
Community fund
Julie Behrns Family Fund*

Ron and Susan Coghlin Family Fund
Perth County Road Superintendents Assoc. Fund*

Trillium Mutual Insurance Fund
Uptigrove Family Fund

SMARt	&	CARInG	CoMMunItY	FunDS
Smart & Caring Community Funds are unrestricted funds for their specific geographic region that are able to meet the ever changing needs 
of that community. Donations of any size can be made to any one of our Smart & Caring Community Funds.  Donors can also grow an 
emerging named fund, held within the Smart & Caring Community Funds, starting at $5,000.

Perth east Smart & Caring  
Community fund
Dowd Family Fund*

Henhoeffer Family Fund*

Perth County Road Superintendents Assoc. Fund*

Smelski Family Fund*

Perth South Smart & Caring  
Community fund
Ron and Lois McKay Family Fund
Optimist Club of Downie Fund
Perth County Road Superintendents Assoc. Fund*

Wilhelm Family Fund

West Perth Smart & Caring  
Community fund
MacDougald Family Fund*

Perth County Road Superintendents Assoc. Fund*

St. Marys Smart & Caring  
Community fund
McGregor Fund
McLean Taylor Construction Fund
Thompson Family Fund

Stratford Smart & Caring  
Community fund
Kathleen Diehl Trust Fund
Peter and Dianne Hiller Fund
Doug MacDougald and Barbara Green Fund
John McNeil Fund
Rae Family Fund
Sinclair Family Fund
Vallis Family Fund

AGenCY	FunDS
Charities establish permanent endowment 
funds to provide a reliable income for their 
organizations now and for years to come. 
Charities can establish this type of fund  
with $15,000.

north	Perth	Public	Library	Fund
ontario Farmland trust stewardship Fund 

CHARItABLe	 
oRGAnIzAtIon	FunDS
A charitable organization fund can be 
started with an initial contribution of 
$100,000	and	is	a	long-term	investment	
option for charitable organizations. 

Stratford	Public	Library	
     Foundation Building Fund
Stratford	Public	Library	
					Foundation	Literacy	Fund

DeSIGnAteD	AnD	 
SCHoLARSHIP	FunDS
By creating a designated fund with  
a starting donation of $15,000, donors 
designate the charitable organizations  
they wish to support and make a  
lasting difference. 

Jean	Aitcheson	nursing	Scholarship	Fund
Scott	Diamond	Legacy	Fund
Peter Donaldson Memorial Fund
Ian	Garner	Scholarship	Fund
Hayter	Family	Scholarship	Fund
Laverne	Heath	Fund
Sid	and	Margaret	Henry	Fund
Peter	and	Lisa	Hyde	Family	Fund
Geoff	and	Marion	neigh	Fund
neigh scholarship Fund
Dave Persad Fund
John	Mavity	Hockey	Legacy	Fund	
Alan slater Memorial scholarship Fund
Gordon	and	elaine	Steed	Family	Fund

DonoR	ADVISeD	FunDS	
Donor advised funds allow donors to 
participate in the selection of charities to 
support each year.  the minimum donation 
to create this type of fund is $30,000.

Brain	&	Mind	Matters	Community	Fund
Hachborn-Courtnage	Fund	for	the	Arts
Judi	Hemmingway	Memorial	Fund
Frank	and	edda	Lang	Family	Fund
Irene	McKennitt	Fund	for	nursing	excellence
Mathieson Family Fund
Melanson Family Fund
Donald Mctavish Conservation Fund
orr Family Fund
Laura	Pogson	Child	and	Youth	Fund
John	and	Leslie	Wright	Fund

Donating to the stratford Perth Community Foundation is a community legacy that starts today and gives for generations 
to come. With deep appreciation for the generosity of the individuals, families and businesses listed below.  thank you for 
being the change you wish to see in stratford, st. Marys and Perth County. 

You don't need to be a millionaire to give back to the community. Whatever your charitable 
goals are, we can help you achieve them. As your philanthropic partner, we are your Community 

Foundation.  We provide personalized service, making your giving flexible and easy.
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NOTES 
Fund names in colour indicates a new endowment fund 
bold indicates an umbrella fund
Italics represents emerging funds within the umbrella fund
* indicates a new, emerging fund within the umbrella fund
†Funds as at December 31, 2017

ReMeMBeRInG	A	BeLoVeD	
teACHeR,	CoACH	AnD	

CoMMunItY	VoLunteeR
students at stratford 
Central secondary school 
can now apply for a new 
scholarship – all thanks to 
the generosity of a former 
teacher and coach. 

Geoffrey	neigh,	who	
passed away early in 2017, 
established the neigh 
scholarship Fund at the 
Community Foundation as 
a tribute to his own life and 
additionally to the life of 
his	father,	edward	G.	neigh	
who was also a former 
teacher	and	Vice	Principal	
at Central. the scholarship 
is set up in two parts with 
$1,000 going to both a male 
and female Central student 
who has demonstrated 
exceptional participation in 
extracurricular activities in 
one area or a combination 
of sports, arts, student 
government etc. for the 
majority of their high 
school years.

In addition to his long career as a math and science teacher and high 
school	basketball	coach,	Geoff	was	also	a	well-known	figure	in	the	
bagpiping community – contributing countless hours as a piping judge 
and	instructor.	He	was	an	avid	reader,	expert	gardener,	enthusiastic	
traveller, strong supporter of the stratford Festival and an active 
member	of	the	Stratford	Kiwanis	Club.	to	this	end,	he	also	established	
the	Geoff	and	Marion	neigh	Fund	at	the	Community	Foundation	to	
support the important work of the Club.

FIeLD	oF	InteReSt	FunDS
A field of interest fund enables donors to 
identify an area of interest to support in 
perpetuity (e.g. education, recreation, youth, 
seniors, arts, health and wellness). You can 
establish this type of fund at $30,000.

Carnegie Family Fund
Annie and Isabelle Chesterfield Fund
Keith	and	Frances	Culliton	Family	Fund
George	and	edna	Hislop	Family	Fund
International Plowing Match (2005) Fund
Larkworthy	Family	Fund
Jim	and	Laurel	Laughton	Family	Fund
John	and	Colleen	MacDonald	Family	Fund
Mansbridge environment Fund
McGratten	Children’s	Fund
Meulensteen tire environment Fund
north	Perth	Sports	for	Kids	Fund
Judy	Reibling	Legacy	Fund
Richardson	Family	Fund
Lloyd	and	nancy	Robertson	Youth	Initiative	Fund
stratford Perth Youth Arts Fund
Stratford	Sports	Fund	for	Kids
the	Reading	Fund 

FLoW-tHRouGH	FunDS
Flow-through	funds	are	not	endowed	and	
are	distributed	as	grants	on	a	short-term	or	
scheduled basis.

strickland Community Fund 
 

oPeRAtInG	enDoWMent	FunDS
the stratford Perth Community Foundation  
is a charity itself. Contributors to our operating 
endowment funds help to support the 
Foundation’s capacity to lead and serve in  
the community.

DesRosiers	endowment	for	the	 
     Advancement of the sPCF
tim MacDonald, Founding Chair  
     operating endowment 

unReStRICteD	FunDS
unrestricted	funds	are	just	that	-	unrestricted.		
they provide the most flexibility to meet 
community needs. this type of fund can be 
started for $15,000.

Culliton Fund
Ideal supply Community Fund
Maranger Family Fund

LeAVInG	A	LeGACY	

Marion and Geoffrey Neigh
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200,000+
estate	of	B.	Julian	(Bo)	Sibold	
estate	of	Geoffrey	neigh
estate	of	Isabelle	Kennedy
thomas and Bonnie Melanson
Stratford	Public	Library	Foundation

$100,000-$199,999
Culliton
Ideal	Supply	Company	Limited
Betty	Larkworthy
tim and Alexandra MacDonald
ontario trillium Foundation
Rob	and	Sharon	Staffen	and	Family
John	and	Leslie	Wright

$50,000-$99,999
BMo	Financial	Group
Dale Carnegie
Dennis	DesRosiers	and	
					Lucy	Petrasiunas
Kathleen	Diehl
Jo	Ann	and	Victor*	Hayter
International Plowing Match (2005)
Perth	County	Road			
     superintendants Assoc.
RBC	Royal	Bank
Bonnie	Richardson
Gordon	and	elaine	Steed
the Corporation of the 
     City of stratford
the Cowan Foundation

$25,000-$49,999
14th World Festival of 
     Children’s theatre
Aird	&	Berlis	LLP
Jean	Aitcheson
DesRosiers	Automotive	Consultants	
Peter	and	Dianne	Hiller
Hyde	Construction	Limited
John	H.*	and	Colleen	MacDonald

Doug MacDougald and 
					Barbara	Green
Peter and Beverley Maranger
Marion and Don McDougall
Alric	and	Joyce	McGratten
Alec and Mary Mctavish
Hugh	Mctavish
Lillian	Mctavish*
new-Form	tools	Ltd.
orr Insurance and Investment
Peter Donaldson Classic
Laura	Pogson
Steve	and	Carolyn	Rae
John	and	Marjorie	Sinclair
Jane	Slater
strickland’s toyota
teahen Construction and Plumbing 
the	Lavin	Agency	Ltd.
Mark and Deborah thompson
Dianne Walkom

$15,000-$24,999
Accumetal Manufacturing Inc.
Aqueduct Foundation
Best Western Plus  
					the	Arden	Park	Hotel
Ron	D.	Cameron
Ron	and	Susan	Coghlin
Community Foundations of Canada
Howard	and	Donna	Famme
Gateman-Milloy
Greenfield	Global
investstratford
John	Mavity	Golf	Classic
Laurel	and	Jim	Laughton
Listowel	Charity	Golf	Classic
Robert	and	Mary	Mctavish
Jean	Misener
MnP	LLP
nA engineering Associates Inc.
open text Corporation
Barbara Persad

Rambri	Management	Inc.
Lloyd	and	nancy	Robertson
Bruce silcoff
trillium Mutual Insurance Company
Jack	and	teresa*	Van	nes
Ward	&	uptigrove	Wealth	
     Management Inc.

$10,000-$14,999
1357442	ontario	Ltd
Julie	Behrns
Bill	McLaughlin	Charity	Golf
Keith	and	Frances*	Culliton
Downtown	Pontiac	Buick	(1983)	Ltd.
Gray	Ridge	egg	Farms
Wilfrid	Gregory*
Kinsmen	Club	of	Listowel
Molesworth	Farm	Supply	Ltd.
Mte Consultants Inc.
Municipality of north Perth
nAPA Auto Parts
Philips	Lighting	Canada
Richard	and	Jean	Smelski
stratford Minor sports Council
Stratford	Motor	Products	(1984)	Ltd.
WJH	Holdings

$5,000-$9,999
AIA	High	Fives	for	Kids	Foundation
AutoCanada Inc.
Jennifer	Birmingham
John	C.	Bonnycastle
tom	and	Jacqueline	Collings
Cowan	Insurance	Group
Jean	and	Russell	Diamond
Jennifer	and	Andy	Diamond
erb	and	erb	Insurance	Brokers	Ltd.
stephanie and Franklin Famme
Farm Credit Canada
Glen	and	Ruth	Hebel
Hudson’s	Listowel	KIA
Robert	and	Patricia	Lightfoot
Robert	H.	MacDonald
MacDougald	VPC
Macewen Petroleum Inc.
norman	and	Cathy	MacLennan
Peter Mansbridge and Cynthia Dale
Mathieson	&	Associates	Insurance
Ron	and	Lois	McKay
McLean	taylor	Construction	Ltd.
stuart and susan Mctavish
Helen	and	Bert*	Merrill

Meulensteen tire and Auto service
optimist Club of Downie
optimist	Club	of	Listowel
nancy orr 
John	and	Aline	Padfield
Perth Community Futures 
     Development Corp.
Jane	Proudlove
eric Proudlove
R.J.	Burnside	&	Associates	Limited
R.o.	White	Consultants	Inc.
Re/MAx	a-b	ReALtY	LtD.,	
     Brokerage
Rosen	Family	Foundation
scotiabank
Sommers	Generator	Systems
stratford Accelerator Centre
stratford Perth Centre for Business
tom	and	Laura	tanner
Kate	tapley
the	Randy	Gillies	Foundation
the three oaks Foundation
town of st. Marys
uPLevel
Carole	and	Robert	uptigrove
Kris	and	Debra	uptigrove
K.	Chipman	and	e.	Barbara	Vallis
Anne Walsh
Waste Connections of Canada Inc.
tim	and	Lorraine	White
Robert	and	Deb	Wilhelm
John	Wilkinson	and	
					Loretta	Shannon
Don Yundt

2,500-$4,999
Allen	Interiors	&	Design	Center	Inc.
Dr.	Harry	Brightwell
Cavalier equestrian
Dagar	technologies	SL
Jon	Dalby
Deloitte	Management	Services	LP
stanford* and elizabeth* Dingman
tim	and	Helen	Dowd
Darryl	and	Lynn	Michelle	eidt
Ford of Canada
tom	and	Sarah	Hamza
Patti	and	Jaret	Henhoeffer
Jim	and	ollie	Henry
Hunter	Steel	Sales
International Plowing Match (2013)
Libro	Credit	union

We are grateful to the following individuals and 
businesses for their cumulative gifts for $1,000 or more.  
our ongoing ability to fulfill our mission depends on the 
generosity of the people in our community. thank you. 

Donations as of December 31, 2017.  Every effort has been made to 
ensure this list is accurate. If you notice an error, please accept our 
sincere apology and let us know so we can update our records. 
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John	and	norma	MacDonald
Fasken Martineau
John	and	Mary	McIntosh
Wayne	and	Wilma	McLaughlin
Denton and elizabeth Miller
Jane	and	Scott	Morley
Mornington Communications 
					Co-op	Ltd.
Keith	and	Judy	neeb
Doug newton
Dr.	Hankie	nguyen
nick and Dan’s Collision
Jeff	and	Sue	orr	
Rick	and	Jane	orr
sarah Proudlove
Quinlan	Road	Limited
Recharge	Your	Life
Martin	and	Kathryn	Ritsma
Garry	and	Sheila	Ruttan
Skinner	Dunphy	Burdett	&	
					o’Rourke	LLP
Sleeman	Breweries	Ltd.
Heidi	Spannbauer
Spinrite	Limited	Partnership
Stratford	Home	Hardware	
    Building Centre
Al	and	Gloria	Strathdee
the	Kitchen	Cupboard	&	Icebox
Annabell thomson
UAP Inc.
Veterinary	Purchasing	
					Company	Limited
Paul	and	Joan	Waechter
Paul West 
William Whitehead
WK	Financial	Planning	Ltd.
timothy and Madeline Woodhead

$1,000-$2,499
10	twentynine	Holdings	Inc.
Blair Babcock
Carole Barnes
James	e.	Barrow
Brad and sherri Beatty
Danielle and Anthony Black
Dr’s.	Sean	and	Kirsten	Blaine
Borden	Ladner	Gervais	LLP
Chantal and Marc Brazeau
Bt/A	Advertising	Inc.
Michael Carmichael
Joe	Cesnik
Martha Cook
Richard	and	Claira	Cooper
stephen Cooper
stephen Copeland

Core	Fuels	Ltd.
Countryside Development
County of Perth
Culliton	Law
Ken	and	Mary	Helen	Dale
Daniel Mott Medicine 
     Professional Corporation
tobi	Day-Hamilton
David and Ann Delchiaro
Dr. Dennis nuhn Dentistry
Desco	Plumbing	&	Heating	Supply
Ryan	Deyell
Charles and Margaret Dingman
Christopher Dunphy
Kenneth	Dunphy
Ginny	Dybenko
estate	of	Bill	McLaughlin
Famme	&	Co.	Professional	
     Corporation
tim Fenech
Rae	and	nancy	Fischer
Foyston	Gordon	&	Payne	Inc.
Marion e. Fraser
Friends	of	the	north	Perth	Library
Anita	Gaffney
Robert	Gallant
nancy	Garner
Joani	and	Chad	Gerber
Giant	tiger	Stores	Limited
Global	Automakers	of	Canada
Grason	International	Sourcing
Greenland	International	Consulting
Susan	e.	Greer
elizabeth	Hachborn	and	
     David Courtnage
Walter*	and	Jean*	Hachborn
David	Henry
toni	J.	Henry
Marian	Hindmarsh
David	Honderich
Lisa	and	Peter	Hyde
Interac Association
tracey Ivanyshyn
Gordon	and	Margaret	Jack
Jack	Rutherford	Custom	
					Brokers	Limited
Dan	Kalbfleisch
Richard	and	Anne	Keeso
Jeff	Keller
neil	Kellock
edda	and	Frank*	Lang
Donald	Lang
Kevin	Larson
Lerners	LLP
Dale	Levy

Michael	Lewicki
Richard	Linley
London	Community	Foundation
Ann	and	Gene	Lucas
evelyn MacDonald
Manulife Financial
Jaime	Martin
Dan and Carolyn Mathieson
Curtis McCone
stephen McCotter
Chris	McGregor
J.	Alex	and	Reta	McKay
Loreena	McKennitt
Robert	L.	McMillan
elizabeth	McQuarrie
Irene Miller
Miller	thomson	LLP
Michael Milloy
steve Mitchell
Mitchell	&	Pearce	Professional	
     Corporation
Kanji	Miyahara
Monteith	Ritsma	Phillips	LLP
Debbie Munro
Dennis	and	Laurie	nuhn
Craig Pearce
Leanne	and	Richard	Perreault
Perth County Mutual Aid 
     Fire Department
Peter Maranger and Associates
Queen’s	Inn
Quimby	Chadwick	Designs
Roger	Quinn	and	Leigh	Youse
Roxy	and	Adam	Rae
Jonathan	Rittenhouse
Diane	Roberts
Bev	Rock
Steve	Rose
Rotary	Club	of	Stratford
Doug	Roth
S.J.	Mitchell	Professional	
     Corporation
Bonnie and Brian shackleton
Shackleton’s	Real	estate	&	Auction
Patricia shantz
Charlie shaw
stephen shaw
Dave shepard
Peter sibold
Katherine	Skelding
Ann	Marie	and	Jeffrey	Skubowius
south easthope Mutual  
     Insurance Company
Susan	and	James	Stacey
Martin	and	Joanna	Stanczak

stonetown Physiotherapy and 
     sports Injuries Clinic
stratford toyota
Swanson’s	Jewellers
Sylvanacre	Properties	Limited
t.R.L.	Investments	Limited
tarBush	Giller	&	Associates	
     Professional Corp.
Paul taylor
Chris and Courtney teahen
the	tricar	Group
Lavern	topp
Kevin	tuer
uLCH	transport
Peter	and	Mary	Jo	Van	Drunen
tracy	Van	Kalsbeek
edward	and	elaine	Van	Klooster
Bert	and	Audrey	Vorstenbosch
Waste Management
evelyn Westen
Bernia Wheaton
shelley Wickenheiser
Andrew Williams
John	Wolfe	and	Kristin	Sainsbury

leGACY ClUb MeMbeRS
Recognizes donors who have made 
a bequest or gift of life insurance 
to the Stratford Perth Community 
Foundation. 

Dennis	DesRosiers
Doug MacDougald and 
					Barbara	Green
Patsy schmidt
Rob	and	Sharon	Staffen
Dianne Walkom

If you would like to leave your 
legacy for the community 
through a bequest or a gift 
of life insurance, please 
contact the foundation at 
519-271-1503.

* fondly remembered

232017 Community Report | Connecting Our Communities
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2017	|	 In	HonouR	AnD	In	MeMoRY

Donations are made to the Foundation to recognize achievements, 
mark milestones and to keep memories alive. 

evelyn	J.	(Brightwell)		
     Adamson
Don Baird
Alice Bakelaar
James	Bleavey
Ross	Bowland
William Clarke
Frances Culliton

Jeanne	Devlin
scott Diamond
Jerry	Gerrie
Roy	Gibbons
Walter	Hachborn
Ruth	Hansford
Carol	Hunter
ethel Innes

Don	Kellum
John	Mavity
John	McMurray
Bert W. Merrill
shawn Misener
Kevin	newbigging
Rob	Vietch
Andrew Weber

2017 HONOUR GIfTS

Jean	Aitcheson
Dr.	Harry	Brightwell
Dennis	DesRosiers
Peter	and	Lisa	Hyde
ethel Innes
Mayor Dan Mathieson
Phyllis Mathieson
Chris	McGregor
Laura	Pogson
Mike staffen
Chris and Courtney teahen

2017 MeMORIAl GIfTS

on october 17, 2017 the world lost a musician, poet and 
a	Canadian	icon	when	Gord	Downie	of	the	tragically	Hip	
passed away from glioblastoma, a rare, aggressive form of 
brain cancer. 

Blair Babcock, owner of the stratford coffee roastery to 
Bean or not to Bean and local musician, knows about 
this	disease	all	too	well.	His	father,	Larry	Babcock,	passed	
away from the same form of cancer almost 10 years ago 
to the day that Downie passed. 

After	Gord’s	death,	Blair	and	his	wife	Christy,	decided	
it was time to sell one of their prized possessions, a 
Bill Barilko hockey card signed by all members of the 
tragically	Hip.	the	card,	which	inspired	the	Hip’s	“Fifty	
Mission Cap,” was put up on eBay and, over the course of 
a few days of local and national coverage, sold for $6,240.

Blair and Christy had already planned on donating the 
money to charity and decided to split the earnings 
between	three	charitable	organizations,	the	Larry	
Babcock	Memorial	Fund	held	at	the	Chatham-Kent	
Community Foundation, the Stratford Smart & Caring 
Community Fund held at the stratford Perth Community 
Foundation	and	the	Gord	Downie	Fund	for	Brain	Cancer	

Research	at	the	Sunnybrook	
Foundation.	each	Community	Foundation	received	45%	
of the proceeds and the sunnybrook Foundation received 
the	remaining	10%.

“I	thought	this	would	be	a	great	way	to	pay	tribute	to	
both my dad and Downie,” said Blair. 

In	MeMoRY	oF	A	FAtHeR	  
AnD A CAnADIAn ICon

In	MeMoRY	AnD	In	HonouR	GIFtS

PAYInG	tRIBute

Above: Blair Babcock holding his donation.  
Right: The signed Bill Barilko card.
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WAYS	You	CAn	GIVe
Donations can be made today or planned for the future.  
Current gifts can be made in a variety of forms, as a  
one-time	gift	or	an	ongoing	monthly	gift,	including:

•	 Cash,	cheque	or	online	through	CanadaHelps
•	 VISA	or	MasterCard
•	 transfer of ownership of shares, bonds, mutual funds
•	 special event proceeds

Future gifts are often in the form of:

•	 Bequests, either specific or residual amounts
•	 Insurance policies
•	 Residual	amounts	of	RRSPs,	RIFs,	LIRAs,	LIFs,	

Annuities, etc.
•	 Residual	interest	trusts	of	property,	often	of		

cottages and homes
•	 Charitable remainder trusts of income 

generating assetsGifts	can	also	honour	individuals	or	events,	such	as	
memorial, honourarium, testimonial or celebration gifts.  

We encourage you to consult your advisors to determine the best way to make a gift to maximize your tax and estate goals.

tRYInG	to	FIGuRe	
out	WHAt	to	
Get	tHAt	SPeCIAL	
SoMeone	WHo	
HAS	eVeRYtHInG?

CeLeBRAte	WItH	
An	InVeStMent	In	
YouR	CoMMunItY.	

Contact your Community 
Foundation to make a donation 
or start a fund today. 

Visit	our	website	at	spccf.ca	or	
contact	us	at	519-271-1503.
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our Board, committees and staff play a significant role in ensuring the Community Foundation remains resilient, resourceful 
and ready for the future.  We thank our 2017 Board and volunteers who selflessly give of themselves for others. 

2017 fOUNDATION STAff 

2017 bOARD Of DIReCTORS 

L-R: Amanda Willie, Grants and Data Manager  
Tracy Van Kalsbeek, Executive Director 

Drea Kerr, Marketing and Outreach Manager (until Sept. 2017)   
Roxy Rae, Marketing and Outreach Manager (returned Sept. 2017) 

John	Wilkinson,	Chair 
Dennis	DesRosiers,	Vice Chair 
stacey Campbell, Treasurer 
Leanne	Perreault,	Secretary 
nancy orr, Past Chair
Helen	Dowd
Patti	Henhoeffer
Doug MacDougald 
Chris	McGregor
Ron	McKay
Justin	o’Rourke 
Steve	Rae

tim MacDonald, Honorary Chair

GOVeRNANCe 
COMMITTee 
Dennis	DesRosiers,	Chair 
Anne Carbert
Amy	Gangl
Bonnie	Richardson
Kriss	Snell

NOMINATING  
COMMITTee 
nancy orr, Chair 
Mayor	Julie	Behrns
tim MacDonald
Mayor Dan Mathieson
tom orr
Mayor Al strathdee
Bert	Vorstenbosch	Sr.

fINANCe & INVeSTMeNT 
COMMITTee 
stacey Campbell, Chair 
Dennis	DesRosiers
Jeff	Keller
Brian	Rivers

fUND DeVelOPMeNT
COMMITTee 
Doug MacDougald, Chair
Jim	Laughton
tim MacDonald
Meghan Marshall
Chris	McGregor
nancy orr
John	Wilkinson

MAYORS’ GAlA  
COMMITTee 
Julie	Dingman
Drea	Kerr
Darcy	Krahn
Jessie	Jacobs
Laura	MacDougall
Karen	McLagan
Laura	Pogson
Melissa Wilker

RANDOM ACT Of  
KINDNeSS DAY® 
COMMITTee 
Jean	Aitcheson	
eva Bingham
Connie Bolton   
Kelly	Clark
Courtney Courtnage
Dennis	Goforth
Melissa	Graham
Julie	Haefling
Patti	Henhoeffer
teresa	Hunter
Denise	Kane
Darcy	Krahn
Ian	Lee
Courtney Montgomery
Charlotte Munro
Katherine	Prospero
Kara	Stevens
Jenn	Subject
Kate	tapley

GRANT ADVISORY 
COMMITTeeS
Leanne	Perreault, Chair 
Patti	Henhoeffer 
Ron	McKay 
Justin	o’Rourke	 
Bonnie	Richardson
Kathy	Vassilakos

NORTH PeRTH  
GRANT ADVISORY
Blair Burns
tami stratton
Debbie Miller
Greg	Marles

ST. MARYS  
GRANT ADVISORY 
Ron	Aitken	
Helen	Brockman
Dennis Manarey
Peter McAsh
Mary smith
Don	Van	Galen

OffICe VOlUNTeeRS
Reneé	Lang	 
Kayte	Van	Kalsbeek 
Mackenzie Willie

HONORARY PATRONS 
Lloyd	and	nancy	Robertson

2017	|	LeADeRSHIP,	CoMMIteeS	AnD	StAFF

2017 CoMMIttees
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Desco	Plumbing	&	Heating	Supply		|		Fix	Auto	Collision		|		Libro	Credit	union		|		orr	Insurance	&	Investment			
Perth	Community	Futures	Development	Corp.		|		Re/MAx	a-b	ReALtY	Ltd.,	Brokerage		|		RJ	Burnside	&	Associates	Ltd.				

Sleeman	Breweries	Ltd.		|		Stratford	Accelerator	Centre		|		Strickland’s	toyota		|		upLevel	Global	

SKInneR	DunPHY	
BuRDett	&	o’RouRKe	LLP	

DR.	DouG	MACDouGALD	
VeRteRInARY	

PRoFeSSIonAL	CoRP.

We thankfully acknowledge the annual generosity of our caring business partners. this important group of champions 
and supporters provides vital funding to sustain the Community Foundation’s operations and leadership activities. We 
offer our heartfelt appreciation for their significant and loyal contributions. 

Commercial Printers
Famme and Co. Prof. Corp.
Festival	Hydro
GoteCH	networking	Solutions
Perth County egg Farmers
Rhéo	thompson	Candies
Rhyzome	networks
tA networks

IN-KIND PARTNERS
107.1	Juice	FM
2Day FM
Huron-Perth	Boomers
Listowel	Banner
Mitchell Advocate
st. Marys Independent
Stratford	Beacon	Herald

MEDIA PARTNERS
Dennis	DesRosiers 
Gateman	Milloy
Greenfield	Global
tim and Alexandra MacDonald
nA	engineering	&	Associates	Inc.	
new-Form	tools	Ltd.
Rambri	Management
John	Wilkinson	and	Loretta	Shannon

CHAMPION CIRCLE

SPECIAL INITIATIVES

2017	|	CARInG	BuSIneSS	PARtneRS
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